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LivesLives

My exciting first year at WestConn brings to mind a
comment the American industrialist Henry Ford once
made: “Coming together is a beginning; keeping 
together is progress; working together is success.”  
Our university community has indeed come together,
kept together, and worked together to continue to 
fulfill our mission as “A People’s University for the 
21st century” that changes lives.

More than 600 members of the extended WestConn
community came together during the winter in our
“Values and Vision” conversations to share their 
impressions, hopes and dreams for our future. Faculty
and students have come together to create powerful
learning experiences — in classrooms, laboratories,
libraries, practice halls and athletic fields in Danbury 
as well as in New York City and locations as far away
as Colorado, Romania, and the Mediterranean island 
of Crete.  

As a community, we’ve kept together through joys and
sorrows. Whether it be cheering our men’s basketball
team to an NCAA berth, marveling the talent of our
music and theatre students, or joining to commemorate
solemn occasions like 9/11, the people of WestConn
have never failed to encourage and support each other.

The pages that follow highlight just a few of the 
successes that our collective labor — our working
together — has produced. These accomplishments
reflect all of the varied areas of interest that comprise
today’s university community. They represent the efforts
of faculty, staff, students, alumni, external stakeholders,
and the governmental leadership of the State of
Connecticut.  

Under various names, the institution now called
Western Connecticut State University has since 1903
been in the business of changing lives. That work never
ends. In fact, it begins anew with each entering class.
It’s an honor indeed to be a part of such labor.

President’s
Message

James W. Schmotter
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“Delivering a weathercast in front of the green screen is like
snowboarding or wind-surfing — it looks easy until you try to
do it,” said Assistant Professor of Meteorology Robert Eisenson.
And he should know: Eisenson is a broadcast meteorology 
veteran and 1989 recipient of the American Meteorological
Society Seal of Approval for Television Weathercasting, the
highest credential that can be obtained by an on-camera 
meteorologist. He’s been the weekend meteorologist on News12
Westchester since 1995. So when he proposed a collaborative
program between the Department of Physics, Astronomy and
Meteorology and the Office of Media Services to teach meteor-
ology students how to do actual weathercasts, he was met with
great enthusiasm. “What we are doing here is exactly the way
it’s done in professional television facilities,” said Eisenson, who
serves as executive producer of The Weather People. “So this is
a great experience-building opportunity for these students.”

Muddy feet and hands-on experience await students who attend
WestConn to become certified to teach biology. Assistant
Professor of Biological and Environmental Sciences Dr.
Theodora Pinou recently took a student to the Mediterranean
island of Crete to study freshwater turtle populations. As part 
of a team of “Traveling Cyberscientists” — a teacher-training/
professional-development program — the student joined other
science educators to study whether the loss of native habitat is
impacting the turtle population of the island. “This program is
very interactive and the teachers who travel to Greece actively
participate and contribute,” Pinou explained. “It provides practical
experience in the science curriculum standards for the State of
Connecticut, including strong examples of three of the 11 
conceptual themes required by Connecticut’s content standards
in science: Matter and Energy in Ecosystems, Heredity and
Evolution, and Science and Technology in Society. It’s perfect for
science education students, because it will prepare them 
content-wise, give them experience in authentic research, and
allow them to work side-by-side with trained scientists and 
veteran teachers in the field.”

G L I M P S E S

School of Arts & Sciences

Changing Lives

Top: WestConn’s arts & sciences faculty meet
with local high school teachers. This partner-
ship’s goal is progress in academic standards.

Above: Assistant Professor of Biological and
Environmental Sciences Dr. Theodora Pinou
describes one WestConn student’s field 
research in Greece.   
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• The WCSU Weather Center maintains a partner-
ship with Channel 8 WTNH in New Haven,
Conn., which allows cross-branding between
Channel 8 and the New Haven Register through
forecasts provided by the Center.

• The School of Arts and Sciences engaged in a
partnership with Bethel and Danbury high
schools to “bridge the gap” between high school
and college skills expectations that relate to 
academic standards in English and mathematics.
Results from the first year will inform program
assessments and modification recommendations
for improvement in the upcoming year.  

• The Bachelor of Science in Meteorology degree,
with Theoretical Meteorology and Operational
Meteorology/Weathercasting tracks, continues to
train meteorology students in many aspects of
theoretical and applied meteorology. The program
gives students the option of training for careers
immediately following graduation or preparing
for graduate study in meteorology.

• Assistant Professor of Physics, Astronomy and
Meteorology Dr. James P. Boyle continues to work
in a partnership he established with the manufac-
turing technology faculty and students at the
Henry Abbott Technical High School. Under this
program, students learn to design and fabricate
hardware to support scientific experiments. Past
projects have included the fabrication of mounting
plates and a boom for use on research vessels in
the ocean south of Martha’s Vineyard and on
Long Island Sound.

F A C T S

Academic Achievement

Assistant Professor of Physics, Astronomy and Meteorology
Robert Eisenson coaches a student, Jennifer Sutkitis,
through a practice telecast.
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As WestConn’s music education coordinator, Professor of Music
Dr. Wesley Ball educates future music teachers at WestConn —
and beyond. He’s been a contributor to the Music Express
monthly magazine series published for teachers by Hal Leonard
Publications, and he’s also written two combination workbooks
and compact discs aimed at helping elementary school teachers
engage their students in the fundamentals of music. “Music
Moves Me: Active Listening Strategies for the Elementary
Classroom” and “The Young Person’s Guide to the Orchestra:
Listening Activities for the Classroom” both were written by
Ball and published by Leonard. “These are the first teaching
materials I’ve published for working with children in music,
which is something I love,” Ball said. “There’s always an ample
supply of music written for children, but not necessarily listening
lessons designed to actively involve them. You really need to get
children involved as they’re listening.” With its amplified 
classroom strategies for teachers and expanded activities for 
students, Ball’s books should strike the right chord with music
teachers and students alike.

Associate Professor of Nursing Dr. Colleen Delaney feels
strongly about her work at WestConn. “I see myself shaping the
future of nursing,” Delaney said. “I think it’s important to
impart to my students the need for a holistic approach; they
need to develop care plans that envelop the body, mind and
spirit of their patients. Optimal patient outcomes occur when
nurses look at the whole person, and I think caring is the
essence of nursing. Our students need to be extremely compe-
tent and proficient, but they also need to be compassionate.”

G L I M P S E S

School of Professional Studies

Changing Lives

Top: Interim Coordinator of Ed.D. program in
Instructional Leadership Dr. Marcia Delcourt 
contributes to a school district information
exchange in March. 

Above: Western Connection Program faculty and
staff.  

Right: Professor of Music Dr. Wesley Ball (far right)
urges his music-education students to engage 
youngsters in the art of listening.
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F A C T S

• The School of Professional Studies received a
number of accreditations during the 2004-05 
academic year. The nursing and social work
departments, as well as the teacher certification
and school counseling programs, all received for-
mal notice of full accreditation by their respective
accrediting agencies.

• WestConn’s Western Connection Program, an ini-
tiative that provides age-appropriate experiences
for 18- to 21-year-old students with special needs,
completed its second successful year. Based on
the program’s first-year performance, it was 
chosen as Connecticut’s Post-Secondary Research
Center for the delivery of transition services in a
college setting. This has allowed the program to
conduct site improvement activities; provide
statewide technical assistance to other programs
interested in creating and improving post-secondary
services; and collect, analyze, and disseminate
data about the efficacy and outcomes of the
model of service delivery. Additionally, the 
program has been designated in a federal grant as
a demonstration site for those wishing to develop
similar programs. Educators from around the
state, including Greenwich and New Canaan 
public schools, have visited WestConn for an
overview of the program.

• To help ease the state’s nursing shortage,
WestConn, Naugatuck Valley Community College
(NVCC) and the University of Connecticut
(UConn) signed a landmark agreement called the
Nursing Pathways Collaborative. This agreement
streamlines the way for NVCC nursing graduates
to transfer to WestConn for their bachelor’s
degree in nursing and then to advance to UConn
for their master’s in nursing. Initiated by the
Department of Higher Education, the Nursing
Pathways Collaborative serves as a springboard
for similar agreements to address the state’s 
critical workforce needs by capitalizing on 
existing resources. 

• About 40 department heads, assistant superin-
tendents, curriculum directors and other key 
personnel from nine of the 14 school districts in 
western Connecticut attended a School Districts
Information Exchange in March. Participants dis-
cussed topics of concern, such as teacher shortage,
professional development and student assessment.
Discussion also focused on what WestConn’s 
education programs can do to address these
issues, and how greater collaboration can be built
among educators to better connect the university
with area educators.

Academic Achievement
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“Information security is a hot topic right now and it’s getting a
lot of funding in information technology departments,” said
Assistant Professor of Management Information Systems Dr.
Richard Bassett. “As a result, there are a lot of opportunities in
this area and our students have had very little trouble getting a
job or elevating the level of their current position.” Several of
Bassett’s students have had their work published in highly
respected and recognized industry publications, such as the
Information Security Systems Association Journal and the
Association for Computing Machinery journal, Ubiquity. 
“First the students enter their research into the Cyber-Security
Challenge competition in Norwalk. Then I work with them to
refine the strongest papers for publication. It’s a good learning
process and it gets them recognition, which is great — 
especially for undergraduates,” Bassett said.

The combined expertise of Ancell School of Business faculty
members will be well-utilized at WestConn’s multidisciplinary
Center for Financial Forensics and Information Security.
Professor of Accounting Richard Proctor, Professor of
Management Information Systems Dr. Marie Wright, and 
associate professors of the Division of Justice and Law
Administration Dr. Michael Foley and Dr. Anthony Markert
have joined forces to assist organizations in “protecting against
fraud, misconduct, security breaches and other types of exploita-
tion caused by attackers from both outside and inside the 
organization.” Proctor, who serves as the Center’s director, said,
“This is a timely topic. Focusing intellectual resources on 
financial forensics and information security in order to develop
programs, processes and solutions for dealing with these issues
really was a natural melding together of interests by our faculty
in accounting, justice and law administration, and management
information systems.”

G L I M P S E S

Ancell School of Business

Changing Lives

Meeting tomorrow’s security challenges in 
technology (l-r): Professor of Accounting Richard
Proctor, Associate Professor of the Division of
Justice and Law Administration Dr. Anthony
Markert, Professor of Management Information
Systems Dr. Marie Wright and Associate
Professor and Chair of the Division of Justice and
Law Administration Dr. Michael Foley.  
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F A C T S

• Department of Marketing Chair Dr. Ronald
Drozdenko was recently recognized for his role in
promoting the marketing profession. The New
England Direct Marketing Foundation honored
Drozdenko with the Professor Award for
Excellence in Direct Marketing, citing him as 
“an inspirational educator and direct marketing
advocate.” Two of Drozdenko’s students received
scholarships from the New England Direct
Marketing Association, and another student was
named the “Above and Beyond Communications
Student Marketer of the Year” by the American
Marketing Association of Connecticut. Excellence
inspires excellence.

• The Department of Marketing has one of the
longest running department-based assessment
programs. Using the capstone assessment method,
the department made changes to the capstone
courses and major revisions to the curriculum.
These changes were implemented to strengthen
research, technology, and the communication
skills of marketing students.

• WestConn was named a member of the
Homeland Security/Defense Education
Consortium (HS/DEC). The HS/DEC is a network
of leading teaching and research institutions
nationwide that focuses on promoting education
and research in security, especially as it pertains
to homeland security and defense. The universi-
ty’s membership in the HS/DEC also will result
in WCSU’s affiliation with the National
Academic Consortium for Homeland Security.
This membership further underscores WestConn’s
commitment to leadership in the field of 
information technology security.

Academic Achievement

WestConn’s faculty is nationally respected. 
Marketing Department Chair Dr. Ronald Drozdenko
exemplifies why.



10

Ed.D. student Frank LaBanca has won so many educator
awards, he has to stop and think when asked to list them all.
The Newtown High School science teacher has been named
Connecticut’s 2005 Teacher of the Year by the Teachers’
Insurance Plan. He’s been named the 2000 Radio Shack
National Teacher for Science, Math and Technology. LaBanca is
a finalist for Outstanding Biology Teacher in Connecticut, a
finalist for the Connecticut Education Association Teacher of the
Year, and he’s on the Subaru Teaching Honor Roll. He’s a 1999
GTE Growth Initiatives for Teacher Fellowship winner, and the
recipient of a Best Buy te@ch grant and a National Education
Association Innovation grant. In 2008, LaBanca will hold one of
the first doctorates from WestConn when the initial cohort of
students enrolled in WestConn’s first doctoral program, the
Ed.D. in Instructional Leadership, complete their studies.
“WestConn is offering a very unique program — one designed
for instructors, not administrators,” LaBanca said. “The majority
of my fellow students are classroom teachers, and I’m so
impressed with the caliber of student. It’s amazing to work with
some of the best teachers in the region, and we’ll take what we
learn back to the local community.”

The day after returning from a conference in Orlando, Fla.,
where she was named the 2005 Secondary School Counselor of
the Year, Ed.D. student Deborah Hardy was back as chair of the
guidance department at Irvington High School in Irvington,
N.Y. “Once I considered school counseling as a career, I began a
‘crusade’ to help the untouched population of kids who don’t
speak English and don’t understand the American educational
system,” she said. Fluent in five languages, Hardy is a bilingual,
bi-cultural school counselor who has obtained master’s degrees
in counseling and development, and in instructional leadership.
She’s served as president of the New York State School
Counselor Association and co-authored the New York State
Comprehensive Program for School Counselors. Hardy is the
first — and only — school counselor enrolled in WestConn’s
Ed.D. program. “The reality is that we all are instructional lead-
ers, one way or another,” she said. “Using an interdisciplinary
and collaborative approach, we need to better understand, and
get a holistic profile, of each student. By bringing the education-
al piece and the counseling piece together, we can find a more
powerful way to educate children.”

G L I M P S E S

Division of Graduate Studies 
and External Programs

Changing Lives
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F A C T S

• The M.F.A. in Visual Arts program now attracts
applicants from across the United States and
abroad. The program annually hosts a number of
talented and well-known artists who visit
WestConn to interact with, mentor and make 
presentations to students in the program.

• In the summer of 2005, WestConn will launch the
only low-residency M.F.A. in Professional Writing
program in the nation. Developed in response to
the lack of a multigenre, distance-learning course
of study that culminates in a terminal writing
degree, this visionary graduate program will soon
welcome its first cohort of students. The 60-credit
program, licensed and approved by the
Connecticut State Department of Higher
Education, was designed to meet the needs of
individuals who, in many cases, are already 
working in the writing field. This program will
enable students to acquire and demonstrate 
professional-level proficiency in more than one
realm of writing. Students will delve into the 
creative genres, such as poetry, fiction and 
creative nonfiction; and the practical genres such
as advertising, copywriting, journalism, business
writing and Web authoring. 

Academic Achievement

Opposite page: Multiple-award-winning Newtown High
School teacher Frank LaBanca is among the first cohort
of students in WestConn’s Ed.D. program.

Above: Writer in Residence Daniel Asa Rose and M.F.A.
student Maeve Ewing.

Left: M.F.A. lecture series guest speaker John Arthur, 
a leading authority on contemporary American realism
and figurative painting.
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Award-winning journalist, historian and author Todd Brewster
was named a “Distinguished Professor” at WestConn. Brewster
has an illustrious career in media and journalism that greatly
benefits students and the university community. Our students
now have the advantage of his vast experience — from his 
theoretical knowledge to his current and practical involvement
with current affairs. Brewster has served as writer, editor, princi-
pal correspondent and producer at major media organizations
such as ABC, the History Channel and Life. He is co-author,
with the late ABC News anchor Peter Jennings, of two best-sell-
ing books: “The Century,” a history of the 20th century, and “In
Search of America,” an examination of modern-day America in
light of the principles of the Founding Fathers. ABC News
made both books into award-winning documentaries, earning
Brewster Emmy nominations for his work as executive producer
of the two series. Brewster also is a Knight Fellow in Journalism
at Yale Law School.

Assistant Professor of Mathematics Dr. Samuel Lightwood
likens calculus to learning music or a foreign language. “One of
the difficulties people have with calculus is that it’s somewhat
like a performance art — it requires repetition and practice,”
Lightwood said. “We’re trying to inspire our students to sit
down and work, and anything that keeps them there a little bit
longer helps.” That’s why he’s been known to present a calculus
exam in the form of a three-act play. “The students are given a
playbill that describes what the hero of the piece is trying to do.
In act one, the students do battle with just themselves, a pencil
and paper; in act two, the hero calls upon his trusty sidekick,
the calculator; and in act three, he is aided by both the calcula-
tor and a computer,” Lightwood explained. “By activating a vein
of entertainment in some part of the brain that’s waiting for the
next little twist, I think the three-act test keeps people in the
class who might otherwise not have persisted. The best thing
you can hope is that students will come to class and something
will keep them coming back until the subject grabs them.”

G L I M P S E S

Changing Lives

Professor of English & Justice and Law
Administration Dr. Harold B. Schramm is an NEH
fellowship winner this year.  

Right: WestConn’s Distinguished Professor
Todd Brewster brings his wealth of experi-
ence as journalist, historian and author to
the university.

Opposite page: Fulbright Lecturing Award
winner Dr. Burton Peretti, an associate 
professor of history at WestConn, in
Germany where he taught courses in
American culture last spring.



13

F A C T S

• As part of Archaeology Awareness Month,
Professor of Anthropology and Sociology Dr.
Laurie Weinstein joined archaeologists across the
state in activities to provide information about the
field. Weinstein and her students hosted a four-
hour open house in the Archaeology Lab and dis-
played items they unearthed during an excavation
last year. 

• Connecticut State University Biological and
Environmental Sciences Professor Dr. Thomas
Philbrick is working on amplifying the scientific
community’s knowledge about rare river plants.
Philbrick’s efforts to study and classify these
plants provide insights into biodiversity, ecology
and conservation issues.

• Thanks to a Fulbright Lecturing Award, Associate
Professor of History Dr. Burton Peretti spent the
spring 2005 semester at the University of
Regensburg, Germany, where he taught two
courses in American culture at the 40-year-old
national university. While there, Peretti made 
contacts he hopes will yield new educational
exchange opportunities for WestConn faculty and
students and their peers in Bavaria.

• Professor of Justice and Law Administration Dr.
Kathleen ‘Casey’ Jordan attended the Sixth
Biennial Conference on International Crime,
Justice, and Public Order in Bucharest, Romania.
She made a presentation on the link between
forensic evidence and behavioral aspects in the
case of serial killer Kendall Francois. Jordan, an
expert on serial killers, appeared on CNN and
other media outlets during 2004-05 and partici-
pated in more than 50 print and television stories
about various court cases or current events 
involving issues of criminal behavior and the
criminal justice system. She covered the trials and
sentencing of Scott Peterson, the B.T.K. killer, Lori
Hacking’s murder in Utah, the Gloria Blanton
insanity case, and the Robert Blake murder trial.

• Professor of English & Justice and Law
Administration Dr. Harold B. Schramm was
awarded a National Endowment for the
Humanities (NEH) fellowship to attend an NEH
Summer Institute, “Inquisitions and Persecutions
in Early Modern Europe and the Americas,” at the
Center for Renaissance & Baroque Studies,
University of Maryland. 

Scholarship
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F A C T S

• For more than 10 years, sociologist Dr. Carina Bandhauer, an
assistant professor in WestConn’s social sciences department,
has been exploring the daily lives of people in El Salvador
before, during and after that country’s 12-year tumultuous civil
war. During this academic year, three students from her
“Globalization and Migration” course were so interested in
Bandhauer’s work they joined her for a two-week trip to El
Salvador. While there, the students learned about the history of
the communities, discussed ongoing projects and explored the
possibility of establishing a sister-city relationship between a
new village in El Salvador and the Greater Danbury region.

• Campus Ministry Chaplain the Rev. Mark Horton was selected
to participate in the Dartmouth College Ethics Institute Summer
Faculty Institute, “Teaching Ethical, Legal and Social
Implications of the Human Genome Project.”

• English Professor Dr. Edward Hagan completed a project focusing
on Standish O’Grady, the writer known as “The Father of the
Irish Literary Renaissance.” O’Grady’s last work before his
death was “Sun and Wind,” and much of it had never before
been published until Hagan’s edited compilation. “Sun and
Wind” is Hagan’s third endeavor focusing on this prolific Irish
author and scholar. He wrote “High Nonsensical Words: A
Study of the Works of Standish James O’Grady,” which was pub-
lished in 1987 by Whitston Publishing Co. Hagan also edited
O’Grady’s “To the Leaders of Our Working People” as part of
the Classics of Irish History series published by UCD Press and
released in 2003 by Dufour Editions.

• Assistant Professor of Chemistry Dr. Jennifer Frederick present-
ed a broad-appeal lecture about “Genomics: Unraveling Fact and
Fiction.” Frederick discussed the fact that complete sequencing
of the human genome was heralded as a crowning achievement
of recent science. Her lecture, aimed at non-scientists, explored
the topic and the questions it raises, such as “What does this
mean?” and “What comes next?”

The university recently purchased “SimMan,” 
a mannequin that simulates life. Here, a nursing
student listens to a simulated heartbeat.

The National Undergraduate Research
Observatory in Flagstaff, Ariz. hosts 
Dr. Dennis Dawson’s astronomy students.



WCSU Campus Ministry Chaplain the Rev. Mark
Horton at the entrance to Ridgebury Congregational
Church where he is interim minister.
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Scholarship
• Professor of Anthropology and Sociology Dr.

Laurie Weinstein presented a lecture about the
ethnohistory of the Weantinock Indians at the
annual meeting of the Archaeology Society of
Connecticut. Weinstein’s work was supported by
grants from various agencies, including the
American Philosophical Society and Harcourt
Foundation. Former WestConn student Deseree
Heme also worked on the research, and their
materials have been submitted for journal 
publication.   

• Students enrolled in Professor of Astronomy Dr.
Dennis Dawson’s “General Astronomy” class have
the opportunity to travel to the National
Undergraduate Research Observatory near
Flagstaff, Ariz. 

• Nursing students at WestConn work with the lat-
est in state-of-the-art medical simulators designed
to teach critical thinking and decision-making
skills to health care providers. The university
recently purchased “SimMan,” a mannequin that
simulates life. With a few clicks on the keyboard,
nursing instructors can send his heart rate sky-
rocketing or throw him into an asthma attack.
They can make him complain, moan, and mutter
“go away” to anyone who comes near him —
offering students the opportunity to learn from
realistic patient scenarios.
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Changing Lives
CSU Professor of Biological and Environmental Sciences Dr.
Thomas Philbrick received a four-year, $400,000 grant from the
National Science Foundation (NSF). The grant will support Dr.
Philbrick’s research project, “Surveys of Podostemaceae 
(riverweeds) in Latin America.” NSF funding will also help to
underwrite the involvement of WestConn students in Dr.
Philbrick’s research, offering them the opportunity to receive
first-hand experience in the technical and conceptual aspects of
systematic biology. “What’s exciting about this grant is that the
funding will enable me to integrate more students into my
research and, in some cases, hire students as my research assis-
tants,” Philbrick said, adding, “I can get them involved in my
work in the laboratory here on campus, but I also can take them
to Latin America to conduct their own research related to what
I’m doing.”  Philbrick also received a grant from the National
Geographic Society’s Committee for Research and Exploration
to support his project “Flowering Plants in Waterfalls:
Taxonomy and Conservation of Riverweed in Eastern
Venezuela.”

G L I M P S E S

Dr. Thomas Philbrick’s grant awards afford his 
students opportunities to participate in research
studies in Latin America.



17

Grants
F A C T S

• As of May 2005, WestConn faculty and staff had
received nearly $1.5 million in external funding
grant awards. Approximately $1.4 million in 
funding requests are pending.

• Through the Connecticut State University (CSU)
System Office, WestConn received a grant of
$105,020 to underwrite an Advanced Science
Enhancement Certificate Program for elementary
teachers in the Danbury Public Schools. The
award represents WestConn’s share of the U.S.
Department of Education Fund for the
Improvement of Postsecondary Education. This is
money set-aside to support a system-wide initia-
tive to address teacher shortages in mathematics, 
science, world languages, and/or special education.

• Through the CSU System Office, the nursing
department has received funding from the
Connecticut Health and Educational Facilities
Authority ($5,250) and the Office of Workforce
Competitiveness ($15,000), with an additional
grant of $50,000 from the Connecticut Department
of Higher Education, all toward support of a 
collaborative WestConn and Southern Connecticut
State University MS in Nursing in Education program.

• Department of Marketing Chair Dr. Ronald
Drozdenko and Donna Coelho, coordinator of
community relations for the Center for Business
Research, received a grant of $183,775 from the
Davis Educational Foundation. The grant will sup-
port a three-year project focused on “Strengthening
Educational Objectives with Real-Time Business
and Community Projects.” The Davis Educational
Foundation was established by Stanton and
Elisabeth Davis after Mr. Davis’ retirement as
chairman of Shaw’s Supermarkets, Inc.

• The SBC Foundation’s Excelerator Grant Program
has awarded two grants totaling $20,000 to the
Executive Forum of Western Connecticut State
University. The Executive Forum of WCSU is a
collaboration that involves WestConn’s
Department of Management, the Department of
Social Work and the local non-profit community. 

• Coordinator of Substance Abuse Prevention
Programs Sharon Guck received a $30,000 award
from the National Collegiate Athletic Association
(NCAA). The grant will help to underwrite a col-
laborative multi-year project, “Winning Choices,”
that features significant involvement of athletes in
an alcohol abuse prevention program on campus.  

Sharon Guck, coordinator of substance abuse prevention 
programs at WestConn.

Members of the Executive Forum of WCSU (l-r): Terry Blackmer,
executive director, Family Counseling Center; Professor of Social
Work Patricia Ivry, director, Executive Forum of WCSU; LouAnn
Bloomer, President/CEO TBICO; and Patricia Zachman, executive
director, Women's Center of Greater Danbury.
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Sometimes the best advice comes from your roommate. At least
that was the case for music major Timothy Doran. “When I first
came to WestConn I saw what was going on around campus,
and some of the programs didn’t really cater to what I liked,”
Doran said. “I’d go back to my room and complain to my room-
mate about it, until one day he said, ‘Fix it.’ So I did my best to
do that.” Doran, already a member of the Music Educators
National Conference, joined the Student Life Committee and
became president of the Student Center Board. He ran for, and
became, the Student Government Association (SGA) external
vice president — and his SGA peers voted him to a two-year
term as student trustee to the CSU System Board of Trustees.
“My advice to incoming students is to make your own 
connection with WestConn,” Doran said. “Find your own path 
or niche.”

Assistant Professor of Communication Khalda Logan advises
WestConn’s Dance Team. “Dance has always held a special place
in my heart since I was a child,” Logan said. “It was a way to
gain discipline, confidence and supplied a creative outlet. My
dance training afforded me wonderful opportunities, and I hope
the training I give my dancers brings the same to them.”

G L I M P S E S

Changing Lives

Music major Timothy Doran in performance.

Right: Assistant Professor of Communication
Khalda Logan advises (by example!) WestConn’s
Dance Team.
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The Roger Sherman Debate Society, under the tutelage of
Assistant Professor of Political Science Dr. Christopher Kukk,
continued to win awards and accolades. During the 2004-05 
academic year, the society participated in a number of debates
with prestigious debate teams, even competing against the oldest
debate team in the world from Cambridge University in the
United Kingdom. The list of competitors WestConn has defeated
is a “who’s who” of well-established, professionally coached,
scholarship-funded teams. Cornell University, Fordham
University, the University of Rochester (when they were ranked
number one in the country), the University of Vermont and West
Virginia University are just some of the experienced teams that
were outdebated by the WestConn group. According to Kukk,
WestConn students have, as an aggregate, an intellectual
appetite that is insatiable. “I don’t know of many universities
where students ask for readings over breaks, where students
write extra papers to simply improve their writing and where
students volunteer to spend their weekends intellectually 
sparring with their colleagues,” Kukk said. “Who wouldn’t look
forward to going to work each day if they were a professor with
such students?”

Student Excellence

Members of the university’s winning Roger
Sherman Debate Society (l-r): Josh Flores, 
Erin Barnes, Tyler Balding and Michael Cohen.
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F A C T S

Students’ project analyses are reviewed during
WestConn Research Day.

Right: Recipients of the CSU Henry Barnard
Award, Steven Ortiz and Michelle Nelson, with
Dr. Schmotter after the presentation ceremony. 

Opposite page: Christopher Hennessy, president
of the student chapter of the American
Marketing Association.

• Christopher Hennessy, president of the student chapter of the
American Marketing Association, was named Student Marketer
of the Year by the Connecticut American Marketing Association
Professional Chapter.  

• WestConn student Will Michael is the host and producer of a
half-hour cable television show he created. Launched in 2003,
“Connecticut Naturalist” is broadcast to more than 300,000
homes in Connecticut and New York via public-access cable.
His audience is growing, thanks to positive viewer feedback and
his hands-on approach to educating others about nature.
Recently, Michael was named a “Connecticut Youth Hero” by
U.S. Senator Joseph Lieberman.

• Management Information Systems students Kathleen Yerks,
Pasha Billimoria, Erin Palomba, David White, Eric Miller, and
Richard DeLand won scholarships from the Connecticut
Information Systems Security Association. Additionally,
Palomba and Jennifer Windels placed third in the annual 
cyber security competition held in Norwalk.  

• Four-week rankings released by the National Collegiate
Weather Forecasting Contest placed students in Assistant
Professor of Physics, Astronomy and Meteorology Robert
Eisenson’s “Operational Forecasting and Weathercasting” class
in fourth place out of 41 participating schools. WestConn 
students ranked ahead of Cornell University and MIT. 

• Students in the spring semester marketing management class
developed a marketing plan for the Western Connecticut
Chapter of the American Red Cross (ARC). The plan focused
on ARC’s collaboration with Lifeline, a service providing 
emergency contact to elderly and disabled people. The students
presented the plan to ARC and Lifeline.  

• WestConn’s Research Day, held in April, provided students with
a forum to present their research to faculty and their peers.
Students who participated in Research Day submitted 100-word
abstracts describing their research. Research results were 
presented during the conference. 

• WCSU students recently established a chapter of the National
Society of Collegiate Scholars (NCSC) on campus. NCSC is the
nation’s only honors organization exclusively for college 
freshmen and sophomores. The chapter now has more than 
140 members. 
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• Two nontraditional students, Jeanne Billett of
Redding and Monica Sievel of Newtown, formed
WCSU’s Non-Traditional Student Organization. 
The organization’s mission is to initiate peer group 
contact and facilitate transition to academic life by
serving as a support system for nontraditional 
students.

• Graduating seniors Michelle Nelson and Steven
Ortiz were recipients of the prestigious Connecticut
State University (CSU) Henry Barnard Awards. The
CSU Foundation presents the awards annually to
distinguished students from all four CSU institu-
tions. The selected students have maintained at least
a 3.7 grade point average and have a record of 
substantial voluntary service to their university and
community.

• Accounting student Ron Estrada placed first in a
nationwide forensic accounting simulation.

Student Excellence
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“What are you? What’s your wish and fear? What color do you
think you should be?” WestConn Theatre Arts Professor Sal
Trapani asked a fifth-grade student at Danbury’s Hayestown
Elementary School who was attempting to depict a character
from nature for her classmates. It’s part of a concept called 
“playmaking,” which Trapani teaches his theatre arts students,
who then use it to teach the grade-schoolers. “This does so much
for literacy, sentence structure, writing and composition,” Trapani
said. “It can involve themes, such as science or the environment,
and it teaches the students about dialogue, action and conflict.
It’s a great way for kids to be creative, express themselves and
work with an adult mentor. And it’s just amazing how the young
kids relate to my students, who become re-energized and remoti-
vated by working with them. It benefits them both.”

Who’ll teach tomorrow’s nurses? “Many of our nurse educators
are close to retirement, so we’ll be losing them soon,” said Dr.
Barbara Piscopo, chair of WestConn’s nursing department. Now
WestConn students can prepare for faculty jobs at nursing
schools, thanks to a new partnership with Southern Connecticut
State University (SCSU). The collaboration will allow students to
take nurse educator courses online beginning in the fall of 2005.
“It’s a win-win situation for both institutions. It just made sense
to combine our resources,” SCSU Nursing Department Chair
Cesarina Thompson said. 

G L I M P S E S

Changing Lives

WestConn students train with Jeanette
Bjurback-Lupinacci, a Danbury Hospital nurse
and a visiting assistant professor at WestConn.
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WestConn is also working with Danbury Hospital 
to tackle the nursing shortage. The hospital has
assigned a nurse from its staff to serve on the
WestConn faculty, which will allow the university to
train as many as 20 more students in the undergrad-
uate nursing program. Teamwork like this is making
WestConn part of the cure to the nursing crisis in
Connecticut and the nation.

WestConn held court — literally — when the
Connecticut Court of Appeals convened on campus
to hear three cases pending on the appellate docket.
And while Connecticut’s Supreme and Appellate
Courts regularly go on the road to expose the public
to the inner workings of the judicial system, this was
the first time a sitting justice — Judge Thomas G.
West — heard cases at his alma mater and then 
celebrated his impending retirement from the bench.
The Division of Justice and Law Administration
(JLA) Professor Dr. Harold Schramm and Associate
Professor Dr. Michael Foley hosted the event. “We
were very excited to have the Connecticut Court of
Appeals on our campus,” Schramm said. “It was a
great opportunity for students to see a real appellate
court in action. The judges were amazing in their
preparation, and it really showed off the court in its
best light.”  Foley said having Judge West as presid-
ing judge served as an especially wonderful role
model for the students to see. “It showcased
WestConn as a center for academic excellence in the
community,” Foley added. “The day was enormously
beneficial for our students, as well as the more than
180 high school students who attended. The 
question-and-answer sessions really helped them
understand what was going on, and why.”

Community Engagement

WestConn alumnus and Appellate Court Judge
Thomas G. West (left) receives the appreciation
of JLA students after “holding court” on campus.

SCSU Nursing Department Chair Dr. Cesarina
Thompson (left) and WestConn Nursing
Department Chair Dr. Barbara Piscopo discuss
plans for the collaborative nurse educator 
program.
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“WestConn is an integral part of the Danbury community,” said
Danbury Mayor Mark Boughton, ’95, a WestConn alumnus. “It’s
a center for the arts, for learning, and for individual growth and
professional development. It’s a place that not only encourages
discussion of key issues, but also often leads the discussion. As
mayor, I’m honored and proud to have such a great relationship
with the flagship university of the state university system; it’s
been great to see the growth of such a wonderful institution.”

In an effort to boost its enrollment, the Girl Scout Council of
Southwestern Connecticut asked WestConn to help develop a
marketing plan for its organization. The goal was to create a
campaign to draw girls to scouting. The Girl Scouts got some
great ideas, and the marketing students who prepared the pro-
posals reaped the benefits of gaining real-world experience.
Thanks to a three-year, $183,000 grant, WestConn’s Center for
Business Research (CBR) will be able to expand its focus on
similar service-learning projects. “The Davis Foundation Grant
will help the CBR to achieve its objective of involving more 
students and faculty in community service projects,” said CBR
Director Dr. Ronald Drozdenko. “Additionally, the grant will 
facilitate the development of performance-based assessment
measures that will be both academically sound and relevant to
the goals of real business and not-for-profit organizations.”

G L I M P S E S
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Associate Professor of Communication 
Karen Raftery at WestConn’s ceremony 
honoring Dr. Martin Luther King’s legacy.

WestConn’s 5K run in October drew more than
200 participants from the region.
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F A C T S P R E S E N T A T I O N S

• Members of the Ancell School of Business faculty
provide training and leadership for local organiza-
tions and businesses. While some faculty conducted
management development training for the
Boehringer Ingelheim Pharmaceuticals, Inc., 
others served on advisory or governing boards for
community, regional, and national groups and
organizations.

• The university hosted a January event to explore
trade relations between the United States and
Brazil, one of South America’s economic power-
houses and a central figure in ongoing negotiations
to create the Free Trade Area of the Americas. 
J. Jaime Melo, a Brazilian who is a consultant in
international business relations, discussed “Doing
Business with Brazil.” Melo, who has worked in
the United States and Italy, addressed the
Brazilian business climate, governmental support
for international trade, economic trends and 
foreign investments.

• WestConn’s “Diversity at the University” program
brought fifth-graders from Danbury’s Morris
Street, Roberts Avenue and Great Plain elemen-
tary schools to the university in hopes of getting
them interested in college. The program is part of
the university’s ongoing effort to inform potential 
students and their families about the 
opportunities available at WestConn. 

• The Office of Multicultural Affairs and Disability
Services hosted “Celebrating the King Legacy:
Past, Present and Future” in honor of Dr. Martin
Luther King’s birthday. The event was attended
by members of the university and Danbury com-
munity, as well as students and teachers from
Danbury High School and ACE, the Alternative
High School. Panelists addressed the historical
contributions and impact of King’s legacy.

• The Campus-to-Campus 5K brought runners and
walkers out in force on Sunday, Oct. 17, 2004.
More than 200 participants from throughout the
tri-state area joined in this event, which started
on the Westside campus and finished on the
Midtown campus.  

• Dr. Robert H. Frank, author of the 1995 New
York Times Notable Book of the Year for “The
Winner-Take-All Society,” was the 2004-05
President’s Lecture speaker. Frank is the Henrietta
Johnson Louis Professor of Management in the
Johnson Graduate School of Management at
Cornell University. “The Winner-Take-All
Society,” co-authored with Philip Cook, an econo-
mist at Duke University, was included in Business
Week’s list of the 10 best books for 1995. 

• Humanitarian, environmentalist and United
Nations Messenger of Peace Dr. Jane Goodall
brought words of reflection and hope during a
May visit to the campus. Goodall spoke about her
work with her beloved chimpanzees at Gombe, in
Tanzania; her grass-roots humanitarian efforts
worldwide; and her travels that have taken her
around the world as an environmental educator
for more than 20 years. Before Goodall’s much-
anticipated evening appearance, a multitude of
earth-friendly, family events were held on cam-
pus. The events celebrated families, communities
and the environment. 

Western Connecticut

Author and Cornell Professor of Management Dr. Robert Frank 
was the President’s Lecture speaker. 
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• “Women Change America,” the theme for the 2005 Women’s
History Month, was chosen to honor and recognize the role of
American women in transforming culture, history and politics
as leaders, writers, scientists, educators, politicians, artists, 
historians, and informed citizens. WestConn hosted two events
that focused on professional women, their careers and 
capabilities. The first was sponsored by the Connecticut Women
in Higher Education Network and the American Council on
Education Office of Women in Higher Education. During the
daylong “Pathways to Success for Women’s Career Advancement
Forum,” female faculty, administrators and guests were treated
to two enlightening speakers and an engaging panel discussion.
A week later, author Miranda Beverly-Whittemore treated audi-
ence members to a reading and discussion of her debut novel.

• Seventy-seven-year-old Holocaust survivor David Faber visited
the university to discuss the horrors committed during the
Holocaust. For more than two hours, Faber recounted details of
atrocities he observed and personally suffered as a young man
in Poland during the rise of the Third Reich. Faber’s work for
more than 15 years has included traveling the country to speak
to educational, civic and religious groups about the Holocaust
and the horrific effects of hatred.

• Blanche Wiesen Cook, a distinguished professor of History and
Women’s Studies at the John Jay College and the Graduate
Center of the City University of New York, visited WestConn
and discussed her most recent book, “Eleanor Roosevelt:
Volume Two.” During her lecture, Cook shared Roosevelt’s 
commitment to the principle of greater dignity and security for
all women and men. Cook has edited and contributed to several
anthologies, and her book “The Declassified Eisenhower” was
listed by The New York Times Book Review as one of the
notable books of 1981. For more than 20 years, she also 
produced and hosted her own program for Radio Pacifica, 
originally called Activists and Agitators, and later re-titled
Women and the World in the 1990s. 

• WestConn hosted the 10th CSU Academic Computing
Conference. Open to faculty, instructional and administrative
personnel of the CSU System and the Connecticut/Technical
College System, the conference provided a forum for sharing
information related to the use of computing in higher education.

• The Institute for Holistic Health Studies and the Danbury
branch of the Connecticut Holistic Health Association sponsored
“The Power of Intuition and Positive Energy to Heal: An
Evening with Dr. Judith Orloff.” Orloff discussed her new book,
“Positive Energy,” in one of several informative presentations
held during the 2004-05 academic year.

• WestConn hosted an International Education Week in
November. The week-long celebration featured open forums and
workshops, performances, dance classes, symposiums and 
discussions, an honors seminar and a live band. 

David Farber, Holocaust survivor, lectures at
WestConn.

Computing Conference participants review 
literature on technology’s uses in the classroom.
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Western Connecticut
H O N O R S

• Two WestConn programs recently earned awards
for innovation and quality from the Connecticut
Quality Improvement Award (CQIA) Partnership,
which recognizes excellence in Connecticut 
organizations. The Doctorate of Education (Ed.D.)
in Instructional Leadership and the advanced 
certificate in Interdisciplinary Gerontological
Studies programs, both launched during the
2003-04 academic year, each earned a silver
entry-level CQIA Innovation Prize. Founded in
1987 using the Malcolm Baldridge National
Quality Award for Performance Excellence 
criteria, the CQIA Partnership aims to advance
innovative programs that improve quality, 
performance and marketplace competitiveness 

• WestConn’s Child Care Center was reaccredited
by the National Association for the Education of
Young Children, allowing the center to retain its
position as a member of a select group of child
care facilities that have obtained national 
accreditation. 

• The Ruth Haas Library earned its first national
award, the John Sessions Memorial Award 
presented by the Reference and User Services
Association, a division of the American Library
Association. The award recognizes the Haas
Library’s extensive collection of biographies about
the lives of area hatters and its strong partnership
with the American Postal Workers union.

• In early November, WestConn received the 
2004 Organization of the Year award from the
Midwestern Connecticut Council on Alcoholism
(MCCA). The university’s Substance Abuse and
Prevention Program was honored for efforts in
confronting and controlling the growing problem
of underage binge drinking. 

WestConn’s youngest “students” celebrate the
reaccreditation of the Child Care Center. 
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May 22, 2005

Commencement

Changing Lives
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The Inauguration

April 15, 2005

Celebration
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Juan Mesa, a talented organist from Chile, was looking for a
school to study music. “I contacted the American Guild of
Organists (AGO), asking for assistance in finding a college that
I could attend and afford in the United States,” Mesa said. The
AGO forwarded Mesa’s e-mail to several organ teachers across
the country. Stephen Roberts, an adjunct professor of music at
WestConn, responded to Mesa as soon as he received the 
e-mail. “He was very sincere about the difficulties I would face,”
Mesa said. “But he was also positive and willing to do whatever
was necessary to help me. He encouraged me to apply for an
academic merit scholarship, which I got.” From Roberts’ perspec-
tive, “I was delighted when I received Juan’s message. I want to
build a first-rate organ class. Juan’s talents contribute 
considerably to the program.” 

Costume, make-up, script … passport? For the past decade, 
students in WestConn’s theatre arts department have auditioned
for roles in the biennual production staged at the renowned
Fringe Festival in Edinburgh, Scotland. “This has been an 
amazing opportunity for our theatre students — to participate
in and see the world’s largest theatre festival,” said Theatre Arts
Department Chair Frank Herbert. “It’s an amazing resume-
builder. We’ve played to international audiences, participated in
workshops with some of the most interesting people and wit-
nessed great performances. Our students have received critical
acclaim for the shows we’ve presented over the years.”

G L I M P S E S
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Frank Herbert, chair of WestConn’s lively theatre
arts department.

Beautiful Ives Concert Park on the Westside
campus, where our M.F.A. and undergraduate
art students love to paint.
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F A C T S

• The theatre arts department staged productions
that truly exhibited the great talent of the students
and faculty. Based on an unfinished novel by
Charles Dickens, the fall production of “The
Mystery of Edwin Drood,” a playful, interactive,
mystery musical, came to life on the Berkshire
Theatre stage through a wonderful performance
by our students.

• If you’re an avid music lover, treat yourself to one
of WestConn’s musical performances. This year,
the music department offered jazz programs, a
Veterans Day Concert, opera performances and
choral music. Audiences couldn’t get enough of
the wonderful music that filled Ives Concert Hall
during spectacular and spirited performances.

• The October Alumni Art Show featured work
from artists in studio art, illustration and graphic
design. 

• “Your place, or mine?” That question took on 
new meaning during the Craig Lucas play, “Blue
Window,” staged by WestConn’s theatre arts
department at the Urban Stages theatre in New
York City. This marked the 12th year WestConn’s
theatre students have staged productions in New
York. The play, about urban life in New York City
for several young professionals in their 30s, ran
for three days. 

• Tenor saxophonist Joe Lovano, described as one
of the greatest musicians in jazz history, 
headlined this year’s spring jazz festival. 
The Joe Lovano Nonet performed as part of the
WestConn/Litchfield Performing Arts Jazz
Festival, marking a decade of world-class jazz on
WestConn’s campus. The fall Oktoberfest Jazz
concert included big-band standards by Buddy
Rich, Count Basie and others. 

• Audiences were given a rare treat at the 
WCSU Concert Choir’s “A Choral Prism: Global
Perspectives in Song” performance. The more-
than-100-voice choir was conducted by Music
Professor Dr. Kevin Jay Isaacs. The choir was
accompanied by Pat Lutnes on piano and the
WCSU Percussion Ensemble, led by Music
Professor David Smith. The 14 works on the
evening’s program had source musical material
from 10 countries, texts from 12, and composers
or arrangers from seven. The works were 
performed in eight different languages.  

• Throughout the year, renowned fine artists visited
the campus and presented slides on their work.
Guest speakers also interacted with M.F.A. in
Visual Arts students while on campus.

The Arts

Famed tenor sax player Joe Lavano “blows the
room away” during WestConn’s spring jazz
festival.



32

Nineteen is the number on Jermar Rountree’s football jersey,
and it also seems to be the number of places you can run into
this active and involved elementary education major on campus
on any given day. When not suited up to play free safety for the
NCAA Division III WCSU Colonials, Rountree serves as treas-
urer of the Education Club, a senator for the Student
Government Association, a member of the Program Activities
Council, a Peer Educator and a member of the Student Athletic
Advisory Council. Recently he was asked to join the President’s
Athletic Advisory Council, which he described as “a prestigious
feeling, being in a room with faculty and administrators and
being given an opportunity to speak.” Why so many activities?
“If I’m not doing anything, I feel lazy,” Rountree explained. “It’s
good to always be active.” Rountree knows he’s a role model for
his fellow students, too. “I do a lot of positive things, but I don’t
think I’m better than anyone. I want people to see me doing
things so they are inspired to get involved.”

G L I M P S E S
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Jermar Rountree, an outstanding WestConn
student, shines in everything from sports 
to academics to university-community 
involvement.  
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F A C T S

• Two WestConn student clubs, ice hockey and
rugby, took the region by storm. WestConn’s
rugby team, a Division III club, defeated Tufts
University to become the 2004 Northeast
Champions. This was the team’s fourth northeast
champion title since 1988. The hockey club’s
games were well-attended by WestConn and the
Danbury community. Playing at the Danbury Ice
Arena, the Colonials finished the season with an
overall record of 17-10-1. The club finished as 
regular season champions, winning the Northeast
Collegiate Hockey Association Western division. 

• The Women’s Soccer team is the 2004 Eastern
College Athletic Conference (ECAC) Division III
New England Womens’ Soccer Champions! At the
tournament, the Colonials posted their second-
straight upset, defeating host and second-seeded
Brandeis University, 4-2. Senior back Christie
Gillis was named the tournament’s Most
Outstanding Player.

• WestConn senior center Brice Assie’s accolades
keep coming in. The Bridgeport, Conn., native,
who led the Colonials to the second round of the
NCAA Division III Men’s Basketball
Championships in early March, was named to the
National Association of Basketball Coaches
Division III All-Northeast Region and ECAC
New England All-Star First Team. Assie, a 6’6”
powerhouse, averaged 19.5 points, 8.8 rebounds
and blocked 77 shots in his final season for the
24-5 Colonials. Earlier in the year, Brice was
named to the D3hoops.com All Star First Team.

• Men’s Basketball Coach Robert Campbell scored
his 400th victory last fall and the championship
of the Courtyard by Marriott Tip-Off Tournament.
Campbell is the Colonials’ longest tenured head
coach. In 21 years, he has lifted the program to
unprecedented success and recognition. He has
the highest winning percentage of any coach in
the program’s 58-year history, with an overall
record of 422 wins. He also has guided the
Colonials to numerous regional and national
rankings.

Athletics

Men’s Basketball Coach Robert Campbell  
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Chemistry Professor Dr. Paul Hines looks across campus at the
silhouette of the science building with anticipation. “We’re very
excited about the new science building,” he said. “The up-to-date
facilities will allow WestConn to reach parity with other univer-
sities that share our size and mission and allow an efficiency
that we heretofore have not experienced. But the move itself is
staggering.” Thousands of fragile pieces of glassware in the form
of beakers, test tubes and slides; delicate instruments that will
require recalibration; active biology cultures and temperature-
sensitive chemistry equipment all have to be identified, invento-
ried and packed. “We’ll probably use two- to three-thousand
large crates and more bubble wrap than you’ve ever seen to
accomplish this,” Hines said. “But in the end, it will be worth it
and the result will be fantastic.”

G L I M P S E S
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Above: The new Science Building both reflects
and inspires enthusiasm for discovery.

Right: Professor of Chemistry Dr. Paul Hines 
and Dean of the School of Arts & Sciences 
Dr. Linda Vaden-Goad invite visitors to tour 
the new Science Building.  
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• The architectural program phase for the new
Center for the Fine and Performing Arts is 
complete, and the architects and construction
engineers for the design phase have been chosen.
It is estimated that the building will be completed
by 2010. In the spring, a consultant issued a
report with suggestions for collaborations among
the departments of arts, theatre and music prior
to and after the opening of the building.

• WestConn broke ground for the university’s
49,000-square-foot Westside Campus Center in
April. The $17-million center will be the first such
facility on the university’s Westside campus.
Meant to serve as the student union and hub of
student life on the Westside campus, the three-
story building will provide a full-service cafeteria
and dining area, game room, fitness center, 
multipurpose meeting and conference rooms, 
student activity space, lounge areas, and related
campus- and student-life facilities. The center is
scheduled for completion in fall 2006.

• Last year, WestConn opened a new residence hall
on the Westside campus. The hall, named
Centennial Hall by WestConn students, includes
a new 350-bed residence hall and 425-car parking
garage. Suites have a living/study area, bath-
room(s), and a small kitchen area. The suites can
accommodate four to seven students. The building
includes community laundering facilities, a large
lounge area, a computer technology lab, a fitness
center, a game room and vending machine area. 

• The Student Technology Training Center conducted
more than 75 workshops. Additionally, more than
70 one-on-one tutorials for students were hosted
in such diverse areas as the basics of computing,
Photoshop, PowerPoint, Word, Excel, Publisher,
Quark, Illustrator, FrontPage, Access and Lotus
Notes. Students received individual assistance
from student lab managers and assistants.  

• WestConn soon will roll out the Infinet Quik Pay
environment. Quik Pay is an e-billing and 
e-payment solution which will allow students 
and authorized payers to view account 
information and make credit card and e-check
payments online. 

Infrastructure

WestConn’s Student Technology Training Center is
cutting-edge in content and student-oriented in design. 
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• The university Web site was redesigned and restructured.
Changes were made to align the look and structure of the site
with current university standards, to reorganize existing content
and improve navigation and the overall usability of the site.

•• Centennial Hall received an Award of Merit in the 2005
Connecticut Building Congress Project Team Award. The award
was for a project in the “above $10-million construction cost”
category.

• The Midtown Campus Parking Garage is a 800-car, pre-cast
parking garage to be built on the corner of Fifth Avenue and
Osborne Street. The project cost is estimated at nearly $9.8 mil-
lion. Anticipated completion date is fall 2006.

• WestConn continued to deploy standard technology in class-
rooms to achieve the ambitious goal of all classrooms being 
technology-equipped by July 2007. By fall 2005, 105 classrooms
will be equipped with technology. 

• WestConn offers wireless network access to students, faculty
and staff in selected locations on the Westside and Midtown
campuses. Locations include the Haas Library, Young Library,
Student Center, and portions of the Westside Classroom
Building. New locations will be added based on student and 
faculty input. Wireless options will also be incorporated into
new construction projects, such as the Westside Campus Center.

Right: Construction has begun on the new
Westside Campus Center.

Below: Architectural rendering of the new
Westside Campus Center.
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Infrastructure

Left: WestConn’s Web site, www.wcsu.edu, is
sporting a sharp new look. The redesign 
provides optimum navigation ease and links to
many university resources.

Below: Our newest student residence,
Centennial Hall, is an award-winning example
of WestConn’s commitment to advancing a
strong and progressive infrastructure.
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World-renowned photographer Tom Millea graduated from
WestConn in 1972, and the impact of his university experiences
continues more than 30 years later. “I’ve learned that my time
spent at WestConn ended up coloring the way I’ve lived my life
in a very profound way,” Millea said. “For me, college wasn’t
something I went through for four years and just forgot about.
Some of the professors here started me on my career as a pho-
tographer and I’ve followed that path through my life. They
took me under their wings, and without their influence, I would
not be what I am today. It wasn’t about what I learned — it
was about them showing me the ways that I could find my own
path. They taught me how to learn.”

G L I M P S E S
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• The School of Professional Studies held its third
annual Distinguished Alumni Ceremony and
Reception, where an alumnus from each depart-
ment was honored. The school also hosted three
other alumni events during the academic year.

• More than 100 golfers and 25 volunteers were 
on-hand for the annual Alumni Association Golf
Outing at the Watertown Golf Club. The event
raised about $8,000 for scholarships. 

• The annual Golden Circle Luncheon honoring
alumni who graduated through 1954 drew many
guests. About 70 attended the fall event.

• The Athletic Hall of Fame Induction Ceremony
honored six members. More than 200 were 
on-hand to honor the inductees. 

• Alumna Irene Sherlock can be heard on National
Public Radio (NPR) reading her poignant, witty
essays about life. Sherlock, who is the associate
director of University Publications & Design and
an adjunct lecturer in the English department,
wrote her first NPR piece about how she fell in
love with baseball in mid-life and her struggles to
choose a team.

• In conjunction with the annual conference of 
the Connecticut Music Educators, the Alumni
Association and the Office of Alumni Relations
sponsored a cocktail reception at the Westin
Hotel in Stamford for WCSU music alumni. 

• The Alumni Association sponsored “An Evening
at the Opera” as part of their contribution to the
Inauguration Week festivities. Alumni and friends
were invited to a cocktail party and opera per-
formance.

Alumni

WestConn alumna Irene Sherlock’s essays continue to delight
National Public Radio listeners.

Photographer and WestConn graduate Tom Millea is internationally
respected for his work.

A golfer at the Alumni Association Golf Outing.
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Those who support the university do so for a variety of reasons.
Upon his retirement from Union Carbide, Professor Emeritus
Dr. Albert Stewart taught marketing and international sales-
classes at WestConn. He also served as acting dean of the
Ancell School of Business for 15 years. His wife, Colleen,
shared his passion for education and was an adjunct instructor
in the university’s education department. “WestConn is a stellar
school; it’s improving steadily and it’s a great asset to the 
community,” Stewart said. “Higher education plays an important
role in improving society, and WestConn serves all segments of
the community. That’s why I support this university.”

Registrar Emeritus Henry Tritter explained his motivation.
“WestConn helped my wife, Susan, fulfill her lifelong dream of
a career in nursing, and I spent most of my professional career
here,” he said. “We decided that endowing a scholarship to
assist talented students in nursing — for obvious reasons —
and in theatre arts — for all the years of enjoyment we derived
from the program. We thought it was a good way to say thank
you for all the university has given us.”

“When I began my career and my company was in its infant
stages, I found Danbury to be a hospitable environment to grow
a business,” said Deno Macricostas, founder and chairman of
Brookfield-based Photronics Inc. “From banks and governmental
offices, to the people who worked at those institutions, I
encountered a cooperative and supportive spirit that helped me
realize my potential as an individual and as an entrepreneur,
and enabled my company to grow into a regional, national, and,
eventually, a global organization. And so I suppose the reason I
chose to support WestConn is to pay a debt of gratitude to the
community that has been so good to me. That said, the extent
of my support is due to what I believe is the tremendous value
the university brings to the community and to the quality of
education it provides to our young people. I place hope in the
notion that the support I lend helps the university to shape new
community leaders who will contribute to a positive climate like
I encountered.”

G L I M P S E S

Changing Lives

WestConn Professor Emeritus Dr. Albert
Stewart is a long-time champion of accessible
education as key to society’s success.

University archivist
Meg Moughan (left)
accepts historic
memorabilia from
Elizabeth Perkins
MacGregor.
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• A September reception to introduce a group of
scholarship donors to the appreciative student
recipients who benefit from their generosity was
attended by about 60 donors and students. During
the evening, attendees heard personal reflections
from some donors and several student recipients. 

• The WestConn Society Luncheon was held in the
newly renovated Warner Hall, marking the first
time this event was held on campus. Branson
Ultrasonics President Anthony Pajk received the
WestConn Society Community Service Award at
the luncheon.

• More than 250 guests enjoyed the Sixth Annual
Holiday Wine Tasting to benefit WestConn 
student scholarships. The event, a combination
social gathering and fund-raiser, generates 
proceeds for the Caraluzzi Scholarship
Endowment, created in 1999 by Bethel Foods
owner Anthony Caraluzzi and his wife, Roberta. 

• Throughout the year, the WCSU Foundation, Inc. 
generously provides monetary support to local
nonprofit organizations, as well as campus 
initiatives, centers and programs.

• Under the auspices of the WCSU Foundation,
WestConn has hosted a university ball for the
past 18 years. The 2005 ball, renamed the
President’s Gala, accurately reflected that the
evening is not only a dance. There’s also a gour-
met meal, a silent auction and a chance for all
who support the university to join together in a
common celebration. About 250 guests attended
this year’s black tie event that helped raise more
than $50,000 for the Foundation.

• Elizabeth Perkins MacGregor, the great-grand-
daughter of the first principal of Danbury Normal
School, donated three pictures that depict Perkins’
life and a family genealogy to the Ruth Haas
Library.

• In an effort to enhance donor communications,
the Office of Institutional Advancement launched
a new publication, WestConntributors. The office
also developed a Web site for donors and alumni.

F A C T S

Donors and Supporters

Marie and Deno Macricostas (Mr. Macricostas is founder and 
chairman of Photronics, Inc.), along with other generous donors, 
are feted in September by a grateful WestConn.
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Changing Lives

New Faces

President Schmotter welcomed four new people to his management team this past year, including two 
on an interim basis (l-r): Dr. Walter Cramer, dean, Student Affairs; Dr. G. Koryoe Anim-Wright, interim vice 
president, Institutional Advancement; Maribeth Amyot, vice president, Finance and Administration; 
Dr. Roy Stewart, interim provost/vice president, Academic Affairs.
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Financial Report 2004-05
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$34.14 State Appropriation

$33.00 Tuition  and Student Fees

$10.35 Auxiliary Services

$78.17 Total Revenues

$.68 All other revenues (Less than one percent)

0 10 20 30 40 50 60 70 80 90 100 %

$52.05 Personal Services

$2.79 Financial Aid

$6.17 Other Education and
General Operating Expenses

$78.17 Total Expenditures 
and Transfers

All amounts shown in millions of dollars. Bar graph represents percentages of the total.

$10.35 Auxiliary Services Expenses

$6.80 Debt Service and 
Plant Transfers
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Leader ($1,000 - $2,499)
Thomas ’69 & Lois ’71 Crucitti
Ruth-Ann Flynn ’70
Carol Hawkes 

Partner ($500 - $999)
Ronald Drozdenko ’74
Deborah Gross ’79
Stacy Havener ’98
Arthur Willman ’77

Patron ($250 - $499)
Adelino DosSantos ’84
James Mackey ’61
Joseph Bailey ’61
Debra Bekish ’89
Alice Carolan ’67
Paul Cesca ’75
Peter ’89 & Mary ’89 Donaty
Richard Horosky ’99
Carol Snyder ’80
Joseph Tomaino ’70
Neil ’52 & Carolyn ’52 Wagner

Friend ($100 - $249)
Jon Anderson ’60
Morris ’65 & Carol ’64 Beers
Gilbert Brown ’78
Helen Mizer 
Margaret Murphy ’62
Jennifer Nash ’02
Anita Penn ’79
George Rogers ’02
John Setaro ’73
Helen Wahlstrom ’55
Sandra Justin ’70
Carol Lawlor ’75
Paula LeFebvre ’94
Nancy Lenihan ’43
Albert Mead  ’67
Elaine Abrams ’98
Shirley Alexander ’47
Claudette Ames ’83
Joan Ancona ’56
Barbara Anderson  ’63
Claudia Anderson  ’60
Nancy Anderson ’86
Richard Anderson ’73
Jean Antin ’79
Thomas Arconti ’89
Pauline Argeros ’79
Maureen Armstrong ’90
Geoffrey Bandura ’98
Charles Banfi ’79
Cheryl Beck ’70
Nora Bennett ’93
Albert Berwick ’74
Judith Bolduc ’78
Carol Brawley ’53
Patricia Broadbent ’77
Scott Brunjes ’85
Doris Bushaw ’49
Mary Cahill ’80
Paula Caldara ’85
Millicent Carroll ’45
Eileen Cashbaugh ’76
Nancy Cassidy ’96
Helen Chapman ’51
Vincent Cibbarelli ’53
Rosabel Clark ’50
Elizabeth Comcowich ’54
Herbert Crocker ’57
Elizabeth Curley ’45

Rita D’Amico  ’67
Edward Dalpe ’87
Suzanne DeMay ’88
Robert Dixon ’78
Michael Driscoll 
Aileen Egan  ’69
Shirleymae Ela ’51
Wayne Engle ’54
Kenneth Erdmann ’84
Isabelle Farrington ’43
Peter Ferraris  ’64
Louise Finch ’81
Charles Fizer ’88
Judith Foye ’93
Russell Fryer 
Leona Fusco  ’64
Patricia Fusco ’97
Susan Gankos ’83
Karren Garrity ’98
Leonard Genovese ’74
Patricia Gensicki ’85
Kathleen Genuario ’56
Richard Gerber 
Thomas Godward 
Susan Goldsen ’84
Grace Grainger ’79
Rosemary Greene  ’69
Judith Grundvig ’99
Michael Hagan ’71
Virnette Hamilton ’90
Rita Harrington ’52
Robert Hawkins ’70
David Heneberry 
Lynn Hennessey ’75
Ralph Holibaugh 
Ruth Holzthum ’81
Viola Huntoon ’71
Imogene Jaykus  ’68
Douglas Jeffrey ’57
Henry Jensen ’90
Karen Johnston ’91
Carol Jones ’76
June Jones ’56
Katherine Keating  ’67
Patricia Kelly  ’60
Terri Kendall ’90
Scot Kerr ’86
James Kitzmiller ’84
Mark Labadia ’80
Robert Labbancz ’74
Catherine Larson ’75
William Lemak  ’69
Gary Lemme  ’69
Katherine Loehr ’76
Robert Lovell ’83
Rita Lowe ’85
Donna Lyon ’85
Terence Mahon ’86
Melanie Mahoney ’00
Peter Martin  ’67
E. Marie Mas ’75
Ellen Masterson  ’62
Walter McCarroll  ’61
Cecilia McHugh ’87
Doha McKiernan ’87
Beatrice McKirgan ’94
Margaret Meisenhelder  ’61
Eleanor Middleton  ’61
Eileen Mitchell ’73
Emilia Montalto  ’69
Brian ’98 & Genene ’99

Morehouse
Kevin Morgan ’88

Dayle Moulton ’71
Janice Murphy ’79
Robert Murphy  ’62
Paul ’64 & Elizabeth ’65 Naves
Patricia Neary ’88
Patricia Nicholas ’95
Jeanette O’Grady ’49
Gregory Pandolfo ’86
Robert Porter ’85
Joann Price ’73
Sharon Pritchard ’02
Robert Pytel ’77
John Quinlan ’67
Bernard Reidy ’63
William Robbins ’62
Myra Ross ’52
Nan Salamon ’90
Thyra Salonen ’40
Marcia Scholl ’64
Nancy Schumann ’70
Janie Seibert ’86
Ted Selken ’02
Darleen Senete ’73
Edward Siergiej ’48
Robert Simonelli ’55
Ruth Smith ’38
Alicia Snakard ’82
Barbara Susnitzky ’59
Rosemary Sutich 
Barbara Talarico ’64
Frederick Tesch 
Michael Tomkovitch ’80
David Waldo ’87
Leslie Wallace ’84
Eric Wellman ’64
Joan Wiencek ’55
Fritz Wieting ’51
Margaret Williams ’87
Thomas ’80 & Ann ’79

Williams
Joseph Zukoski ’79

Supporter ($50 - $99)
John Gogliettino ’75
Paul Mockovak ’43
Carmella Amodeo ’78
Abigail Clarke ’83
Gregory DiOrio ’85
Mary Ellen Fiorita ’88
Edward Gasser ’84
Mark Graser ’73
Janet Hall ’81
Karen Hargraves ’69
Jan Maria Jagush ’75
Gerlinde Kehlenbach ’79
Sandra Kissel ’77
Sara Kruzansky ’79
Phyliss Lachance ’87
Judith Lee ’65
Irene Morrison ’61
Katherine Neilson ’79
Sheryl Sabato ’81
Joan Scattolini ’67
Alan Skiparis ’80
Kathleen Turner ’76
Emile Waite ’02
Gail Williams ’87
Susan Wright ’01
Cynthia Yerman ’73
Marie Young ’74
Theresa Fontaine ’54
Robert Kinkaid ’83
Jeffrey Miller ’91

Annual Fund
The Annual Fund supports
WestConn throughout the
year, most notably with
scholarships and other
forms of student assistance.
Some gifts are designed by
the donors to support a 
particular academic school,
major, or department, such
as Athletics. Other gifts
honor academic achieve-
ment or consider students’
financial need.

Most annual fund gifts 
are unrestricted and help
sustain alumni activities. 

This donor list reflects gifts
made to the Annual Fund
and purchases of engraved
bricks, trees and benches
for the Alumni & Friends
Circle. All donations reported
were received between July
1, 2004, and June 30, 2005.
If your name is misspelled
or missing, please contact
Michael Driscoll, director of
Institutional Advancement,
at (203) 837-8419 or e-mail
driscollm@wcsu.edu. 

Thank you for your donation
to WestConn.
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Carol Woodworth ’60
Dolores Rossler ’50
Jeffrey Abbott ’76
Eleanor Adzima ’59
Frances Allen ’35
Lorraine Amdur ’77
Donna Ames-Trudell ’93
Herman Anderson ’55
Ronald Arbitelle ’71
Christopher Arconti ’83
Eleanor Armstrong ’48
Harrison Baker ’61
Patricia Baker ’72
Charles Ball ’64
Frederick Baumer ’76
Maureen Belford ’76
Jean Benkert ’75
Nicola Bennardo ’80
Lois-Jean Berry ’66
Tricia Blood ’93
Lois Boisits ’87
Donna Bowe ’80
Dympna Bowers ’98
I. Deborah Braun ’82
James Brawley ’51
Winifred Brickmeier ’83
Carol Broesler ’01
Barbara Brooks ’77
Suzanna Burch ’01
Brian Burgess ’74
Christine Calandriello ’89
Ronald Campanaro ’71
Lorraine Capobianco ’77
Carolyn Carson ’75
Michael Casale ’75
Vincent Catania ’85
Karen Chambrovich ’71
Marie Cochran ’57
Dawn Coen ’82
Guy Colella ’74
Barbara Combs ’80
Mary Consoli ’95
Carol Conte ’02
Jean Cooper ’46
Salvatore Coppola ’79
Mary Jo Costabile ’68
Serena Coulombe ’77
Maria Craye ’75
Virginia Crowley ’69
Charlotte Cuneo ’74
Sandra Cvanciger ’03
Theresa D’Andrea ’97
Elinor D’Angio ’70
Benjamin DaSilva ’54
Karen Dalessio ’69
Diana DeFabritis ’71
Loretta DeLuca ’91
Deborah DeRienz ’71
Patricia Dean ’55
Amelia Dent ’71
Anthony DiPerrio ’74
Edward Dickman ’75
Patricia Domnarski ’78
Kathleen Donatucci ’67
Joseph Dube ’63
Richard Ducey ’74
Stephen Durci ’76
John Dye ’92
Patricia Egan ’66
George Eller ’78
Robbyn Ellis ’01
Mavis English ’99
Manuel Estevez ’01
Gladys Evertsen ’45
Pamela Fagan ’69
Robert Ference ’73
Mark Fernand ’91
Maija-Liisa Fink ’76
Ann Fitzgerald ’76
Thomas Fogarty ’70
Francis Forno ’91

Dorothy Francis ’71
Joseph Gabriele ’51
Leigh Galanis ’72
Denis Gallagher ’82
Jo-Anne Gauger ’74
Grace Geanuracos ’89
Anita Gellella ’01
Marie Gervasini ’57
Judith Giegler ’69
Marilyn Gordon ’76
Sharon Green ’79
Marilyn Greene ’73
Mara Griffiths ’82
Philip Guest ’70
Geniene Guglielmo ’82
Kim Guy ’76
Jane Haffner ’67
William Hahn ’42
Valerie Hale ’93
Donald Hallquist ’57
Harry Hara ’97
John Harris 
Ann Hartman ’83
Tiffany Hartmann ’01
Jean Henderson ’72
Vivian Henley ’45
Kathleen Heran ’79
Carey Hewitt ’79
Sean Hickman ’90
Thomas ’75 & Linda ’79

Higgins
Braxton Hill ’77
Jacqueline Hogan ’93
Drusilla Hoge ’82
Robert Hopkins ’73
Gwynne Hopko ’75
Sheila Howard ’71
Brian Jacobson ’02
Carol Jalbert ’87
Carole Johannsen ’83
Marjorie Judge ’54
Brendan Jugler ’73
Paul Just ’69
Jane Kahramanidis ’03
Donna Kaplanis ’78
William Karnoscak ’88
Carmela Keck ’83
Janet Kelly ’76
Georgia Keogh ’69
Eileen Kessler ’73
Janet Keyes 
Sally Kile ’79
Gloria Kinney ’50
Alethea Kinsey ’62
Eleanor Kirk ’61
Kathleen Knox ’86
Walter Koerting ’85
Carol Kovitch ’68
Marilyn Krentzman ’79
Nancy Krulikowski ’85
Jacqueline Kuegler ’88
Jill Kuhn ’78
Margaret La Polt ’64
Cathy Lambert ’71
Anneli Lillbask ’93
Donald LoRusso ’82
Ann Lombardo ’51
Mary Ellen Loncto ’88
Virginia Losito ’65
June MacDonald ’70
Magaly Macaluso ’03
Jeffrey Maccarone ’04
Carol Mansfield

MacLenathen ’49
Paul Martinsen ’80
Elizabeth Matteson ’01
Joanne Maurer ’69
Frieda Maxwell ’39
Betsy McAuliffe ’96
Eleanor McBride ’54
Joyce McCarthy ’77

Maureen McCarthy ’84
Thomas McCusker ’85
Marilee Metzner ’86
Karin Miller ’98
Kurt Miller ’90
Virginia Moody ’45
Judith Mordhorst ’67
Susan Morris ’73
Edward Mulrenan ’75
Mary Murphy ’56
Kathleen Murray ’71
Dorothy Myers ’55
Glenn Nanavaty ’86
Emma Nau ’30
Elaine NeJame ’49
Lenore Niedzielski ’74
Thomas Norelli ’87
Judith Novella ’97
Janet Orgera ’41
Stephen Oricchio ’81
Rocco Orso ’71
Richard Palanzo ’74
Catherine Parisi ’87
Jean Pellerin ’54
Carrie Peterson ’62
Myra Peterson ’56
Gail Pezzimenti ’93
Richard Pinto ’83
Barbara Pokorak ’89
Roger Pollick ’74
John Pytel ’75
MaryEllen Rapa ’73
Elsie Rattenbury ’72
Edward Raynor ’62
David Reed ’65
Damian Rippon ’88
Charles Roberson ’69
Karen Roberts ’83
David Rogalski ’83
Eric Roman 
Barbara Romboni ’62
Beverly Roop ’01
Janet Ross ’80
Valerie Roth ’99
Dale Rothbell ’82
Judy Rowan ’63
Samuel Rubin ’76
Christopher Sadowski ’73
Rosemarie Salazar ’74
Elaine Salem ’64
Michael Salerno ’95
Patricia SalvateRiley ’83
Barbara Sancho ’99
Daria Santerre ’74
Katherine Santuro ’60
Randall Sayers ’84
Robert Schmidt ’90
Margaret Schneider ’59
John Schosser ’85
Susan Schroer ’85
Sara Scott ’85
Ilia Scriven ’86
Karen Serafino ’72
Joan Setaro ’53
Cheryl Sgrignari ’86
Adriana Shean ’63
Brian Smith ’85
Veronica Smith ’56
Keli Solomon ’86
Barbara Spinillo ’51
Patricia Srenaski ’80
Donna Stevens ’91
Joseph Stewart ’88
Edward Struski ’81
Elizabeth Studer 81
Walter Sudik ’70
Eileen Sudol ’72
Katrina Swann ’79
Laura Taylor ’94
Judith Telesmanick ’77
Richard Teller ’56

Vera Tisdall ’78
Jill Tomczuk-Dowdall ’80
Ralph Toscano ’61
Marie Toscano-Saviano ’63
Christine Travostino ’40
Kenneth Trigaux ’74
Albert Trimpert ’80
Leah Turner ’71
Jeffrey Twombly ’83
Cindy Tyrseck ’84
Stephen Vale ’78
Roberta Van Nostrand ’62
Virginia Villegas ’83
James Vulcano ’53
Patricia Weiner ’86
Lois Weiss ’61
Jason Wells ’95
Janice Whiteley ’63
Brenda Wilkes ’79
Ronald Wilson ’80
Virgnia Winans ’62
Gail Wolf ’75
John Zamary ’61
Linda Zucca ’64

Donor ($25 - $49)
Esther Beresin ’48
Vance Cannon ’97
Christopher Johnson ’83
Richard Kerins ’83
Shareen Langdon ’89
Jacqueline Morrison ’82
Sue-Ellen O’Shea ’83
Christine Tobolski ’89
Robert Bailyn ’82
Joanne Baldauf ’56
Naomi Barber ’86
Trisha Barry ’86
Margaret Borgeest ’84
Sandra Brown ’62
Phoebe Butler ’75
Patricia Carlson ’86
Gioia Clyde ’64
Ann Crum ’46
Patricia Dowling ’90
Robert Groeschner ’63
John McMahon ’83
Sheryl O’Hurley ’77
John Perillo ’81
Mark Riccio ’91
Sharon Satkowski ’83
Fran Schilling ’88
Tamara Sturner ’92
Elaine Uricheck ’75
Michael VanGeons ’71
Allan Weir ’73
Barbara Whitmeyer ’86
Clare Zimmitti ’97
Sherryl Anderson ’84
Christopher Benson ’61
Winifred Bjarke ’44
Robert Blake ’54
Sharon Brodie ’77
Ann Carey ’42
Ann Carey ’42
Rene Cartagena ’04
Audrey Domain ’96
Barbara Fisher ’74
Sydell Frost ’89
Marlene Gaberel ’83
Chester Gage ’68
SallyAnn Gallagher ’58
Joseph Giordano ’91
Virginia Habbas ’83
Susan Johnson ’98
Laurel Kentfield ’93
Melinda Kovack ’80
Lucille Kurtz ’88
Elizabeth Laws ’42
Diane Lesniak ’68
Joseph Malyszka ’77
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Doris Mason ’43
Margaret Mimno ’81
Janet Moore ’53
Patrick Nicholas ’85
Amy Partrick ’84
Kristen Sirois ’95
Kathleen Sobolewski ’70
John Swicklas ’72
Erhan Uskudarli ’02
Alma Silano ’41
Dawn Ackerman ’85
Kathleen Albano ’92
Maura Alexander ’58
Robin Alexanderson ’85
Diane Alexanian ’87
Jennifer Alix ’77
Tatania Allen ’03
Naomi Amezquita ’83
Donald Amorosa ’67
Steven Anderlot ’98
Irene Anderson ’48
Susan Andrews ’64
Mark Angerosa ’89
Roxane Angotta ’80
David Antedomenico ’99
Janice Anthony ’73
Joseph Arconti ’73
Sandra Arconti Atanasoff ’89
Jan Arenander ’39
Marjory Atkins ’52
Imelda Attridge ’69
Holli Babb ’87
Lynn Baccaro ’78
Patricia Bailey ’88
Annmarie Baisley ’78
Peter Baldino ’53
Valori Banfi ’76
Bridget Banic ’77
Anne Baran ’74
Michael Bardelli ’92
Vera Barrett ’91
Charles Bass ’48
Kathi Beck ’79
Louis Beck ’70
Samuel Beck ’70
Marie Bedell ’68
Deborah Bednarik ’76
Lori Beirne ’76
Richard Bellesheim ’64
John Bellino ’63
Robert Bender ’97
John Benn ’55
Shirley Beresin ’46
Adele Bernstein ’69
Barbara Bernstein ’69
Karla Bernstein ’92
Kimberley Bernstein ’88
Betsy Bielefield ’81
Judith Bielizna ’73
Marianne Billings ’82
Carol Bills ’85
Mark Blore ’97
Phyllis Boger ’02
Mildred Bogues ’51
Alma Bona ’66
Mary Bonaccorso ’66
Naomi Bonnell ’30
Mary Booth ’91
Emily Botti ’61
Roy Bouffard ’67
S. Sanford Boughton ’62
Abby Boyle ’00
Mark Brachman ’84
Andrea Brandl ’77
Lorraine Branecky ’84
Susan Brennan ’80
Michele Brittingham ’85
Robert Brno ’82
Sharon Broderick ’83
Judith Brown ’89
Robert Budnik ’70

Victoria Buins ’74
Harold Burke 
Helen Buzaid ’83
Steven Byrne ’86
Joanne Callahan ’93
Michael Cammarata ’91
Jeanne Camperchioli ’78
Nancy Carney ’78
Thomas Carroll ’85
Jason Carter ’99
John Carvalho ’88
Jane Casagrande ’73
Jessica S Casey ’04
Marilyn Casolino ’73
Barbara Castrataro ’78
Bernadine Castronovo ’71
Bruce Cavanaugh ’75
Lorraine Chagnon ’79
Robert Chakar ’94
Diane Chandler ’79
Rina Chavez ’02
Thei Cherry ’00
Deborah Chester ’73
Alexander Cheyney ’97
Marilyn Chisholm ’64
Denise Christopher-Papp ’96
Wendy Ciaburri ’81
Anthony Ciarleglio ’85
Marion Ciarlo ’89
Margaret Cicalese 
Virginia Ciccarone ’49
Kathleen Clark ’85
H. Marie Close ’40
Laurene Clossey ’85
Margaret Coan ’72
Barbara Collins ’80
Norma Condito ’49
Joan Conn ’88
Monica Connor ’95
Barbara Constable ’77
William Conway ’57
Marsha Coombs ’69
Linda Cornell ’74
Matthew Costello ’87
Ruth Cote ’81
Deborah Cowden ’81
Lynda Coyle ’66
David Critelli ’99
Bearnice Croft ’75
Lee Cronin ’64
Carolyn Currie ’85
Linda Curtis ’87
Linda DaSilva ’63
Alicia Damia ’00
Jo Ann Davidson ’68
Steven Davino ’83
Jason Davis ’97
Christine De Paoli-Floer ’88
Richard DeBlasi ’00
Stephen DeGrazia ’02
William DeGrazia ’75
Ronald Defrancesco ’81
Robert Degree ’93
Marie Delawder ’87
Sharon Dellinger ’86
David Demerchant ’85
Barbara Demougeot ’52
Cory Denninger ’81
Jacqueline DiCerbo ’98
Eleanore DiCioccio ’86
Joan Dickinson ’91
Jane Dolcetti ’52
Barbara Donahue ’96
Virginia Doucette ’72
Shirley Downs ’60
Mitchell Drabik ’74
Cheryl Driscoll ’69
Robert Dubauskas ’85
Nadine Duncan ’04
Robert Dupill ’78
Kathleen Dursi ’73

John Dutsar ’89
Charles Eddy ’54
David Edelstein 
Nancy Eldridge ’72
Tracy Ellis ’96
Karen Engstrom ’88
Mary Anne Epperson ’69
Lori Esposito ’80
Helen Evans ’77
Sharon Everett ’89
Richard Falci ’92
Scott Fawcett ’88
Jean Fay ’48
Brenda Fegley ’78
Anne Feltovic ’39
Charles Fenwick ’82
John Ferrante ’78
Ronald Fish ’85
Francine Fleischman ’73
Jeanne Fonfara ’61
Dorothy French ’48
Edna Frisbie ’41
Marguerite Fuller ’48
Robert Furce ’87
Arlene Futch ’59
Louis Gaboardi ’79
Marie Gaffney ’47
George Galinsky ’83
Helen Galione ’83
Catherine Galipault ’76
Julianne Gallagher ’53
Francis Gallo ’74
Lynne Gang ’65
Phyllis Garavel ’48
Mary Gaudet-Wilson ’82
Richard Genovese ’76
Lois Gentile ’69
Joan Gereg ’71
Denise Marie Germano ’03
Sherry Gervais ’86
Maria-Luisa Getz ’75
Martha Giammatteo ’87
Margaret Glahn ’81
Alfred Glazer ’76
Suzanne Godwin ’88
Abe Golub ’81
Maripat Goodwin ’86
Barbara Gorham ’78
Charles (Tony) Gorman ’63
Annmarie Gowdy ’87
Francesca Gragg ’94
Mary Graham ’66
Gary Gramling ’76
Sandra Grebinar ’82
Mary Green ’64
John Greene ’58
Joanne Gregory ’62
John Grentzner ’40
Beryl Gribbin ’80
Patrick Griffin ’64
Linda Griglun ’79
Susan Grobnagger ’72
Edward Gross ’62
Vera Hadad ’69
Mary Haddy ’45
Helena Hahn ’59
Thomas Halligan ’69
Cynthia Hannan ’88
Sally Harding ’80
Bruce Hargraves ’74
Anne Harrigan ’80
Anita Harris ’91
Juliana Hart ’78
Mary Hatzis ’54
Sarah Hayden ’93
Elizabeth Healy ’81
Ellen Heffernan ’96
Meriel Held ’01
James Hennessey ’81
MaryLou Henning ’72
Daniel Hepp ’87

Gay Herbst ’72
Sarah Herring ’91
Glenn Herzig ’76
Roger Hibbert ’65
Kathryn Higgins ’43
Mary Hoddinott ’53
Carrol Hoefer ’90
Ruby Holloway ’43
Linnea Holz ’53
Virginia Horton ’42
Dinah Howell ’86
Maureen Huber ’87
Patricia Hunt ’84
Jane Hunter ’88
Joanne Hutchings ’74
Robert Hutchings ’95
Jean Hutchinson ’61
William Hutchinson ’63
Donna Iacoviello ’82
Margaret Imbro ’77
Joseph Inciardi ’84
Kathleen Iorfino ’85
Gregory Ivans ’76
Donna Jack ’67
Christopher Jackson ’96
Wendy Johannssen ’86
Allison Johnson ’92
Gail Johnson ’75
Mortimer Johnson ’42
Walter Johnson ’40
Jeffrey Jones ’87
Catherine Jordan ’76
Lucille Jordan ’56
Lorraine Jowdy ’48
Suzanne Kaplan ’71
Alice Karl ’87
David Karraker ’80
Joseph Kasinskas ’67
Judith Katz ’88
Joseph Kay ’88
Lynne Kearney ’79
Gerlinde Kehlenbach ’79
Jean Kelley ’54
Elizabeth Kennen ’52
Eileen Kenny ’84
Gabrielle Kessler-Tracy ’84
Virginia Kiely ’56
Matthew Kieras ’90
James Kile ’89
Lucia Kimber ’54
Joseph King ’84
Marcia Klebanow ’74
Jean Klein ’70
Erica Kluge ’02
Marilyn Kobara ’79
Robert Kocaba ’67
Lisa Koeppel ’83
Darlene Kolwicz ’72
Margaret Koschel ’51
Gary Kozak ’74
David Kozlowski ’99
Kang Krten ’91
Robert Kuba ’75
Karl Kuegler ’87
Barbara Kunicki ’79
Margaret La Polt ’64
Louise LaCroce ’79
Anthony Labate ’71
Hope Labet ’43
JoEllen Lampe ’89
Frank Lancaster ’80
Andrew Langlais ’94
Timothy Langton ’01
Albert Lanza ’83
Rita Lapati ’02
Howard Lapidus ’79
Kyra Larry ’99
Lucille Lausten ’62
Anna Lavalla ’63
Cynthia Lawson ’75
Charles Leety ’72
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James Leonard ’59
Margaret Lerner ’89
Barbara Lesperance ’94
Dennis Levesque ’73
Ruth Lewis ’65
Kathleen LiVolsi ’00
Betty Liberty ’70
Marilyn Lieff ’70
Carol Lieto ’99
Marlene Lindquist ’64
Mary Liscinsky ’73
Bonnie Litke ’03
Susan Littlefield ’75
Ralph LoStocco ’54
Janet Loya ’57
Carol Lubus ’83
Rita Lundebjerg ’42
Frances Lynch ’55
Maud MacArthur ’83
Catherine Macchio ’73
Paula Maida 
Ena Malahan ’35
Andrea Malarchuk ’01
Denise Maleh ’73
Kathleen Maloney ’81
Theresa Maniscalco ’92
Veronica Mann ’81
Joanne Marcinek ’87
Wendy Marcus ’90
Linda Marottolo ’83
Briant Marsh ’73
Marita Masuch ’04
Laura Mathison ’01
James Mattoon ’80
Gerald Matusovich ’71
Laurel Mazzio ’89
Pauline McBride ’71
Nancy McBrien ’69
Sandra McCarty ’80
Andree McColgan ’46
Linda McCollister ’84
Louise McDevitt 
Cheryl McDowell ’75
Harold McIsaac ’80
Katherine McKay ’92
Susan McKillip ’81
Peter McKinney ’88
Kimberly McNall ’79
James McNamara ’80
Caiocimara McPhee ’94
Marcella McVay ’94
John Melillo ’76
Joseph Merluzzi ’65
Polly Messer ’98
Ellen Meyer ’91
Richard Miguel ’61
Bonnie Miller ’67
Edna Miller ’45
Jeanne Miller ’80
Mary Miller ’98
Diane Mineo ’88
Nancy Minowitz ’80
Sharon Mirabella ’74
Greta Mitchell ’58
Nicholas Mitchell ’04
Irene Mlynar ’76
Cheryl Montgomery ’87
Dana Moorer ’95
Julie Morgan ’91
Marco Morin ’85
Fredrick Morlock ’65
Tina Mulinski ’86
Marjorie Mulvihill ’79
Mitchell Murad ’57
Rosalee Murchison ’83
Beatrice Murdock ’39
Anne Murray ’84
Susan Murray ’82
Lillie Muscente ’84
Mary Musnicki ’39
Louis Najamy ’69

Susan Narus ’79
Marjorie Nelson ’89
Robert Nemergut ’87
Jane Neuburger ’77
Mary Jane Newkirk ’54
Paul Nickolloff ’76
Richard Nigro ’76
Christina Noce ’77
Shirley Nwachukwu ’84
Joan O’Brien ’84
Eileen O’Connor ’61
Nadia O’Dell ’86
Sally O’Neil ’91
Margaret O’Neill ’75
Marita O’Neill ’50
Gretchen O’Shea ’90
Catherine Oberle ’67
Andrew Ocif ’79
Carol Octeau ’55
Robert Orgovan ’68
John Osborne ’67
Clarice Osiecki ’88
Kay Palacko ’75
Barbara Palmer ’73
Anthony Palumbo ’83
Margaret Pane ’57
Kristen Papucci ’88
Paul Paquette ’71
Harold Parisi ’68
Doris Parry ’73
Jeanne Parsley ’73
Dawn Passano ’91
Mark Paulson ’81
Susan Pavis ’76
Shirley Peknik ’54
Paulette Pepin ’71
Frances Perchal ’51
Jean Perrin ’79
Richard Petano ’82
Janice Phelan ’89
Deanna Piera ’92
Marie Pinchbeck ’67
Carl Pitruzzello ’90
Susan Pochal ’82
Janice Pontacoloni ’75
Richard Portelance ’93
Joan Potenza ’89
Kathleen Powell ’74
Paul Power ’73
Linda Powers ’76
Relsiea Pruner ’00
Elaine Puzzo ’71
Ira Raff ’84
Carole Ramey ’63
Rachel Ramsey ’78
Margaret Reardon ’47
Kenneth Reed, Jr. ’65
Franklin Renz ’74
Charlotte Rest ’83
Lorraine Ricker ’71
Mary Rieke ’94
Sheila Rietano ’59
Barbara Riley ’81
Christian Roberts ’90
Ashli Robertson ’03
Kristen Robinson ’95
Alexander Rooney ’75
Elisabeth Roper ’69
Mary Rosasco ’93
Jonathan Rose ’80
Stephen Rostkowski ’86
Alison Roth ’75
Terrance Rowley ’84
Barnaby Rushton ’84
Ronald Russo ’65
Shawn Ryan ’96
Maryellen Ryer ’68
Jane Sadowski ’86
Maureen Salinger ’89
Kenneth Saloom ’63
Phyllis Saltzgaber ’78

Dorothy Santora ’56
Arthur Sarnecky ’72
Eugene Saska ’76
Elizabeth Sassano ’76
Anne-Marie Satkowsky ’79
Michael Scalera ’80
Carol Scarfi ’76
Barbara Scattolini ’84
Charlotte Scaviola ’99
Barbara Schancupp ’70
Arthur Schneider ’75
William Schnitzel ’82
Denise Schoch ’89
Kay Schreiber ’79
Margaret Schreiber ’55
Marian Schroeder ’45
Joanne Sciarretta ’87
Mickie-Ann Scott-Budny ’92
Richard Scozzafava ’71
Lorraine Seaton ’74
Marian Senatore ’76
June Shalagan ’47
Christine Shanley ’87
Annette Shapiro ’80
Kathryn Sharkis ’71
Irene Sherlock ’84
Beatrice Shilstone ’75
Peggy Siegel ’86
Sherri Simons ’92
Linda Smith ’95
Jeffrey Snow ’86
Kurt Solek ’80
Julie Sorcek ’86
Lisa Sorrentino ’94
Peggy Southard ’92
Marguerite Spano ’81
Elizabeth Speglevin ’65
Charles Sperrazza ’81
Emma Spyropoulos ’48
Maude Stackhouse ’32
Andrew Staley ’84
Amy Stanzione ’04
Ansley Starr ’66
Cynthia Stasieluk ’79
Kathy Steeves ’91
Gary Stein ’02
Jessie Steiner ’76
Arlene Stewart ’81
Mariette Stieg ’42
James Stirling ’73
Andrew Stirnweiss ’78
Marguerite Straiton ’70
Ronald Strand ’61
Karen Streeter ’69
Joseph Strilowich ’77
Donna Strobino ’69
Kim Strom ’90
Lacy Sutak ’97
Sherry Sutton ’95
Alan Svonkin ’53
Jennifer Swanhart ’95
Carol Swanson ’78
Joseph Szabo ’89
Gail Taar ’69
Polly Tafrate ’88
Judith Tattar ’64
Jacquelyn Tedeschi ’92
Joann Tedesco ’86
Lea Therrien ’74
Lisa Thompson ’82
Joan Thorburn ’86
Donald Thoren 
Shirley Thorson ’79
Gaile Todd ’66
Evans Travis ’77
Jennifer Trumbley ’68
Eleanor Tufano ’56
Maria Tuttle ’79
Mary Urban ’53
Nancy Urell ’72
Joanne Urso ’76

Robert Valenti ’72
Robert Van Buskirk ’81
Lisa Van Nostrand ’64
Frances Van Zanten ’75
Angela Varela ’01
Josephine Verner ’80
Pamela Verrastro ’69
Frederick Volmar ’74
Deborah Vouris ’73
Sandra Wade ’86
Elizabeth Wagner ’46
Charles Ward ’67
Helen Wargo ’38
Viola Watson ’72
JoAnne Weiss ’78
Marion Wells ’43
Tara Wertel ’04
Edward Whitcomb ’75
Mary-Jo Whitlock ’75
Margaret Whitney ’84
Ellen Wigglesworth ’73
Lloyd Williams ’02
Ralph Williams ’01
Christine Willman ’74
Donald Wilson ’64
Ruth Wilson ’39
Beverly Wiltshire ’99
Louise Winter ’49
Rosemary Wishneski ’46
Raymond Wixted ’62
Laura Wood ’89
Patricia Wooster ’61
Mary Woytowick ’87
John Wrenn ’74
Julie Wright ’73
Rosemary Wright ’00
Joan Wutzl ’60
Robert Wylie ’87
William Yarbro ’80
Daphne Yobbagy ’65
RoseMarie Zaharek ’81
Helen Zampiello ’74
Elaine Zarcone ’74
Michael Zotos ’56
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Distinguished Benefactor
($100,000 - $249,999)
Deno & Marie Macricostas*

Sustaining Benefactor
($25,000 - $99,999)
Anonymous Donor
Estate of John A. Johnston
Estate of Natalie F.

Johnston ’36
Union Savings Bank*

Pacesetter Benefactor
($10,000 - $24,999)
Barnes & Noble College

Bookstores
Behrens, Rudy & Mary Lou

(Siano)
Branson Ultrasonics Corp.*
Anthony & Roberta Caraluzzi*
Fiorita, Kornhaas & Van

Houten
Konover Construction Corp.
Powers - Powers
Lilyan Ruderman
Roy & Ginny Young

Benefactor 
($5,000 - $9,999)
Boehringer Ingelheim

Pharmaceuticals, Inc.
Stephen & Constance

Feldman
Fusco Corporation*
J.A.R. Associates*
NewMil Bank Foundation,

Inc.
Pinney, Payne P.C.
Rose and Kiernan Charitable

Foundation

Pacesetter Leader 
($2,500 - $4,999)
Richard & Theresa

(Eberhard) Asch ’64*
The Barden Foundation, Inc.
Jose Boa ’76
Ray Boa ’77
Connecticut Student Loan

Foundation*
Danbury Hospital
Ethan Allen Interiors, Inc.
Isabelle T. Farrington ’43*
John & Susanne Girouard
Gary ’78 & Cindy Hawley*
KPMG LLP*
David & Debra Lajoie
Allen & Roberta Morton*
Lewis & Mary Ellen Mottley
People’s Bank
Robert J. Reby & Co. Inc.*
James Schmotter & Daphne

Jameson
WCSU Alumni Association

Leader ($1,000 - $2,499)
Ability Beyond Disability
Actis-Grande, Ronan & Co.,

LLC*
Advanced Technology

Materials, Inc.
Jerry Allford
G. Koryoe Anim-Wright

Richard & Deborah Arconti*
Arnhold Foundation*
Walter & Kim Bernstein
Charles Ives Center*
Kathleen Cherry*
William J. & Margaret Cibes
Thomas ’69 & Lois ’71

Crucitti*
Danbury Internal Medicine

Associates
Michael T. Driscoll*
Michael & Jacqueline Friel
Richard J. Gerber
Bruce ’82 & Susan ’84

Goldsen
Greater Danbury Chamber of

Commerce*
Erland Hagman, 

IMO Veronica Hagman
Laurel Halloran 
W. Jason ’81 & Ellen Hancock*
Ervie Hawley
Housatonic Industrial

Development Corporation
Samuel Hyman
Marjorie Shafto Jameson ’80
Michael Kane ’90*
Gordon & Julia McGovern*
David ’72 & Nancy ’72

Nurnberger
Ronald Pugliese ’74*
Bernard ’63 & Nancy Reidy
James Roach & Denise Hogan
Gerard & Martha Robilotti*
SBC Foundation
Sodexho Inc. & Affiliates
Richard Sturdevant
Taunton Press
Tower Investment Group
Robert & Linda Vaden-Goad*
Robert Van Houten ’76
WCSU Student Government

Association
Frederick W. Zarnowski*

Partner ($500 - $999)
Andrew Alexander
Joan Boughton ’89*
Bozzuto’s
Lynne Clark
Allen Davis
Leroy & Jane Diggs*
Alan & Ellen Durnin
Simon Etzel
Joseph & Cheryl Galgano
Gordon Hallas ’90
Francis M. Herbert ’74
Jose Jimenez
Margaret J. Leahy
Gary Lemme ’69
Luigi Marcone 
MCCA*
Kristen McIlrath
The News-Times
Andrew & Anita Ragona
Robert Schappert
Mary L. Sergi ’94
Charles & Denise Spiridon
Neil ’52 & Carolyn ’52

Wagner
Jay & Patricia ’86 Weiner*

Patron ($250 - $499)
Adherent Technologies, LLC
Joseph Aina
John & Kathleen Azaritti
Nancy Barton ’95
Richard Bassett
Thomas Beardsley
Bertha M. McCollam Inc.
Theodore Blum*
Scott Brunjes ’85*
Emile & Theresa Buzaid
David J. Cappiello
Hugh & Alice Carolan*
Cendant Mobility Services

Corp.
John Chopourian
Connecticut Farmland Trust
Frederic W. Cratty
Joseph Dimyan
Paul Evans
Ed & Mary Figueroa
Donald & Maureen Gernert
Laurel Giacolone
Maribeth Griffin
Guida’s Milk & Ice Cream Co.
Mr. & Mrs. Thomas Hall
Thomas C. Hardin
Carol Hawkes*
Mark A. Horton
Keith A. Hovan
Richmond & Jeanne Hubbard*
Kyprianos G. & Jane

Kyprianou
Carolyn Lanier
Andrew Lewis
C. Randall Lewis
Peter Lyons
Anthony Markert
Cornelius McLaughlin Jr.
McCollum Agency*
Alan Moore
Emma Nau ’30*
Northeast Utilities Foundation
Sylvia Osherhoff, 

IMO Mary Young
Parker Refrigeration
James Pegolotti
Mohammad Ejaz & Fozia

Qureshi
Anthony Reich ’92*
Richard & Kathleen Reimold
Glenne & June Renzulli*
Edwin & Harriet ’61

Rosenberg
Savings Bank of Danbury*
Harold & Linda Schramm
Wayne Shepperd
Richard ’89 & Giorgia Stabile*
Peggy Stewart ’97
Richard H. Sullivan*
Frederick Tesch
Henry & Susan ’85 Tritter
Charles Troccolo*
United Technologies
Axel Von Metzsch
Helen Wahlstrom ’55*
Melissa Wasik
Donald & Patricia Weeden*
Harold & Barbara Wibling*
Rebecca Woodward ’88

Friend ($100 - $249)
AB Electronics, Inc.

WCSU Foundation
The WCSU Foundation
receives private gifts from
many sources: corporations,
alumni, faculty, and other
friends of WestConn. This
list reflects gifts made to
the Centennial Campaign,
President’s Gala, WestConn
Society, Wine tasting, and
Hall of Fame, among others.

All donations reported here
were received between July
1, 2004, and June 30, 2005.
If your name is misspelled
or missing, please contact
Michael Driscoll, director of
institutional advancement,
at (203) 837-8419 or e-mail
driscollm@wcsu.edu. 

Your gift is important to
WestConn. Thank you!

* WestConn Society 
member
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Michael & Marlene Actis-
Grande

Allen & Tyransky*
Ruth Allen
Laura Anderson
Paul Anderson
William Anderson, IMO

Veronica Hagman
Mamle Anim
Kerrie Babbitt
Anthony Baiad
Timothy & Marilyn Baker
Michael & Lynne Balduino
June Baldyga
Bank of America
David Barrett
Jim Belano
Michael Belyanski
Bertozzi Electric
Daniel Bertram*
William Bey
Michael Blake*
Louann Bloomer*
Thomas & Barbara Blumenthal
Patricia Bowen*
John & Judith Boyle
Lisbeth Brooks
Gilbert Brown ’78*
Thomas Carlone
Karen Casazza*
Kristin Chach
Helen Chapman ’51
Jean Chory
Stephen Chwaliszewski
Connecticut Light & Power
William Cratty*
Crystal Rock Bottled Water*
Carolyn Currie
Lloyd & Nicolletta Cutsumpas*
Danbury Metal Finishing, Inc.*
Richard ’72 & Biruta David
Jason ’97 & Amy Marie ’98

Davis
Thomas & Michelle

DeBenedetto
Del-tron Precision, Inc.*
Didona Associates*
George Dimyan
Paul Dinto
Dow Chemical
Mitch ’74 & Maura Drabik
Joseph ’63 & Susan Dube
Edward Durkin
James Eckler
Ruth Effron
Delroy Ellis
Dennis & Joanne Elpern
Wayne Engle ’54
Equale & Cirone, LLP*
Steve & Yolanda Evans
Seema Faunce
David Fawcett
Scott ’88 & Dawn Fawcett
Finlandia Cheese Inc.
Jack & Margaret Fong
Robert & Barbara Fornshell*
Eleanor Franck-Jimenez 
Donald & Joan Frinder 
Gary Lichter & Company, Inc.
Joan Gatto
Valerie Giarratano 
Ruth Gilliland
John Gogliettino ’75*
Rosemary Greene ’69
Catherine Griffin
Dianne Hall
David & Elizabeth Heneberry*
Hensal Realty*
Barbara Heuer
John W. Hoffer*
Ralph & Penny Holibaugh

David Huckaby
Iovino Associates
Rob Irvine
Patricia Ivry
Herbert F. Janick
Jeff Jasper’s Basketball

Camp for Girls
Alicia Jensen
Kenneth & Janet Jones
George Kain ’82*
Peter & Cynthia Keaton
Patrick Kerin*
John & Harriet Kline*
Catherine Kreiger
Ronald E. Kutz
Lawrence Langlois
Peter & Patricia Lawlor
Jill Leach
Ernest & Gail Lehman
Richard & Lynne Lemme
Gary & Karen Lesneski
Christopher E. & Charlene

A. Linkowski
Wayne Locke
Kathy W. Martin
Susan Maskel
Richard & Joyce McClurg
Laurel McCollum
David McGuire
Larry McHugh*
Janet McKay
Dan McKee
Linda ’67 & Jean McMaster
Albert Mead ’67*
C.M. Medford III*
Yuan Mei-Ratliff
Meyers Supply, Inc.
Cailin Micari
Joseph & Ann Miccoli
Jennifer Michaud
Murielle Michaud
Luke & Bethany Mihaly*
Tom & Barbara Mitchell
Brian ’98 & Genene ’99

Morehouse
Gary & Sara Morgatto
David Mott
George Mulvaney*
Glen Nanavaty ’86
Jennifer Nash ’02
Bill Nemes
The Network Support Co.*
Newtown Savings Bank*
Novella Development, LLC*
Alicia O’Brien ’83
Katherine Patenaude
Richard Patenaude
Penn Gardner, Inc.*
Burton W. Peretti
Robert & Barbara ’89 Pokorak
Scott R. Porter ’88
Premio Foods, Inc.
Richard Proctor*
Ingrid Pruss
John Quinlan ’67
Jody Rajcula
John Reid
Ridgefield Savings Bank*
RJM Group*
Janet Robinson
Samuel & Myra ’52 Ross*
Rosy Tomorrows, Inc.*
Terri Rotella
Karen Roy
Noel Roy*
Kimberley Rybczyk
Albert J. Salame
John & Jean Scavone
Kay Schreiber ’79*
Caroly Setzo
Betsy Sharlach

Mildred Siegel*
Albert Silvestri
Jim ’77 & Mary Silvestri
Paul M. Simon
Deborah Smith
Derek Smith
Maurice & Caren Snook
Robert & Pamela Starrett
Roy Steiner
Robert Sterline
Patricia Struna
Debra Sullivan
Carl & Barbara ’59 Susnitzky*
Peter & Carla Tartaglia
Frank & Jean Taylor
John Taylor*
Rita C. Thal*
D.N. Thold
Mike & Jodi Tobin
Michael ’80 & Jean

Tomkovitch*
Tooher Ferraris Insurance

Group*
Brenda Turkel
Elaine Tyler
Lou & Renee Venezia
Joseph & Joanna Voisine
Eleanor Walker
John Wallace
William Warner, 

IMO Veronica Hagman
James ’81 & Susan Wolf
Charles Wrinn
Gary & Cynthia ’73 Yerman
Michael & Kathleen Yomazzo

Supporter ($50 - $99)
Robert & Mary Lou ’64

Alberetti
Scott Ames
Anonymous, 

IMO Veronica Hagman
Tricia Bloon
Naomi Bonnell
Daryle Brown
Wesley Brown
Eugene & Joanne Bucinni
Erica Buonocore
John & Marie Cochran
Steve E. Couture
James & Frances Craig
Jennifer Dayton ’85
Robert Eberhard
Patricia Egan ’66
Robert Eisenson
Edward English
Lamar Fife
Leslie Foldy
Charles Franck
Vanessa Freitas
Jeffrey & Barbara Glaude
Susan Gore
Abby Grasso
Peter Gregory ’62
Rona Gurkewitz
Darlene Guthrie
Ann Hagman, 

IMO Veronica Hagman
Fredrica R. Halligan
Thomas & Lynn Halligan
John & Ann Hawkins
Wilda Hayes
Alexandra Heron ’91
John & Catherine Hickey-

Williams
Ted Hines
Janet Mitchell Hoyt
Lisa Ineson
Henry Jensen
Kathleen Keating ’65
Gerlinde Kehlenbach ’79

George LaBonne
Angela Laudadio
Frank J. Lazatera
Shirley Leighton
William Lemak ’69
Valerie Light
Jeffrey Maccarone ’04
Frank McCloskey
Neil McDonald
Angela Mele ’91
John & Susan Melillo
Richard Molinelli
Frederick & Linda Morlock
Diane O’Brien
“Over the Hill” Farm, Inc.,

IMO Veronica Hagman
Tiziana Paniagua
Stephen Petty
Jennifer Powers
Shouhua Qi
Louise Ritchie
Eric Rollins
George Sabino
Amy Sazo
Celita Schutz
Michael & Michelle Sekelsky
Scott & Darleen ’73 Senete
Leon Stolle
Frank & Jean Sweeny
Thomas & Tricia Taylor
Marilyn Tedesco
Jennifer Timpanelli
James & Ann Vecchiariello
Stephen Veillette ’92
WCSU Basketball
David & Shannon Whelan
Kathryn Wiss
John’74 & Linda ’77 Wrenn 

Donor ($25 - $49)
Richard & Marjorie

Bellesheim
Patrick Birchfield
Michael Boots
Margaret Boyle
Paul & Winifred ’83

Brickmeier
Theresa Buzaid, 

IMO Sandy Sherlock
Virginia Ciccarone
Robert & Katina Clarke
John Daley
William J. Deuschell
Patricia Domnarski ’78
John Dye ’92
Efrain Escobar
Mark & Teri Fernand
William & Elizabeth Frago
William & Muriel Glass
Mary Hatzis
Housatonic Valley Coalition

ASA
Michael T. Jarvis
Brendan Jugler
James Leonard
Maureen Maguire
Kathleen Maloney
Marita Masuch
Anne McCarthy
Andree McColgan
Stan Mersand
Frederick & Patricia O’Neill
Thomas & Margaret Reardon
Phyllis Saltzgaber
Mounira Stott
David & Kathi Swanson
James & Florence Vulcano



52

University Ball 2005
98Q
A & P Super Food Mart
Adam Broderick Salon & Spa
Robert Alberetti
American Red Cross
Arthur Murray Dance Studio
Samuel Asante
Pat Barkman
Beardsley Zoo
Beaver Brook Tennis Club
Benay Enterprises
Boston Billiards Club
Bridgeport Bluefish
Bridgewater Chocolates
Brooklyn Botanical Garden
Candlewood Marketing Associates
Nancy White Cassidy
Christmas Tree Shops
Ciao Café
Costco
Thomas ’69 & Lois ’71 Crucitti
Danbury Fair Mall
Joe DiGuiseppi
Michael Driscoll
Durants Tents & Events
Eric Gottschalk
Essex Dinner Train
Ethan Allen Interiors, Inc.
Ethan Allen Hotel
F & M Electric
Fairgrounds Wine & Spirits
Gianfranco Marrocco Enterprises
Green Mountain Coffee
Eric Gottschalk
Maripat Goodwin
John Harris
Hartford Civic Center
Frank Herbert
Jewelry Designs
John W. Hoffer
Holiday Inn Express
Hunt Hill Trust, Inc./The Silo
I-95
Iovino Brothers
Ives Concert Park
John Kane
Longwood Gardens
Sheila Lougheed
Madam Tussands Wax Museum
Maritime Aquarium at Norwalk
Maron Hotel & Suites
Helen Masterson
Laura McCormick
Maryann McKen-Silvestri
Betty Ann Mederios

Melillo Fresh Art
Mobil 1 Express
Richard Morley
Mounira Gareeva Stott
Plonia Nixon
Noreen Grice
Nutmeg Discount Liquors
Lisa Peck
Phyllis Keenan Photography
Powerhouse Gym
Ronald Pugliese
Ridgefield Playhouse
Ridgewood Country Club
Rooms Reborn
Royal Gardens of Canada
James Schmotter & Daphne Jameson
Science Center of Connecticut
Shelby Matthews Interiors
Sodexho
Soup 2 Nutz
Stepping Stones Museum
Stew Leonard’s
Stop & Shop Supermarkets
Steve Sonshine
Timex Corporation
Top Flight Sports Center
Tres Jolie Salon
Two Steps Downtown Grille
United States Tennis Association
WCSU Alumni Association
WCSU Men’s Basketball Team
WCSU Music Department
Donald & Patricia Weeden
Lise Weller
Window Works
WTNH-TV

Alumni Association Golf Outing 2004
Barnes & Noble College Bookstores
Nancy Barton
Courtyard by Marriott
Dichello Distributors, Inc.
Ives Concert Park
Microtel Inn & Suites
Pepsi Bottling Company
WCSU Alumni Association
WCSU Foundation, Inc.

Wine tasting
Nutmeg Liquors
Sodexho Dining Services
Bethel Food Market
Emerald City Café
La Zingara
Nöbe

Gifts-In-Kind
Many people and businesses
assist WestConn with non-
cash gifts, often called
gifts-in-kind. These include
food, merchandise, products,
tickets to sporting or cultural
events, equipment, furniture
and musical instruments.

Many items raise funds at
the University Ball Auction;
others are distributed at
various events, or are used
by students and employees
on campus.
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