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Work In Progress

[bookmark: _GoBack]We ask for your patience in the event that we have missed any important dates that meet the criteria.  If you know of another date that meets the above criteria and should be included or if there is a date listed that does not meet the criteria and should not be included, please contact the Office of Diversity and Equity at (203) 837-8444.

Additional Information
We welcome your input. If you know of additional resources, please let us know.  Conversely, please inform us if any websites that we may have chosen to explain a particular day may be culturally insensitive or inaccurate. 
Source(s)
http://www.diversitybestpractices.com/2017-diversity-holidays 
http://www.nea.org/grants/54006.htm


	January 2018


	Date
	Diversity Event
	Related Ethnicity/Faith

	1
	New Year’s Day

	World Wide

	
	Temple Day
	Buddhist

	2-4
	Mahayana New Year
	Buddhist

	5
	Guru Gobind singh JI’s Birthday
	

	6
	(Día de los Reyes 
(Three Kings Day/Epiphany)
	Mexico/Puerto Rico/Dominican Republic

	
	Christmas
	Armenian Orthodox Christmas

	7
	Christmas
	Eastern Orthodox Christians

	14
	Makar Sankrant
	Hindu

	15
	Martin Luther King Day
	USA

	18-25
	Week of Pray for Christian Unity 
	Christians 

	19
	World Religion Day
	International

	21
	Our Lady of Altagracia Day 
	Dominican Republic

	26
	Republic Day of India
	India

	27
	UN Holocaust Memorial Day
	Jewish 

	30-31
	Tu B’Shevat
	Jewish 

	31
	Birthday of Guru Har Rai
(No Name Calling Week)
	Sikh

	
February 2017
“African American (Black) Heritage Month”


	Date
	Diversity Event
	Related Ethnicity/Faith

	1
		National Freedom
		USA

	1-27
	*Las Fiestas de los Carnivales (Carnival Parties)
	Puerto Rico/ Dominican Republic

	2 
	Imbolc
	Pagan

	7-13
	Lunar New Year 
(Year of the Monkey)
	Confucian/Daoist/Buddhist

	Date
	Diversity Event
	Related Ethnicity/Faith

	12
	Lincoln’s Birthday
	USA

	13
	Maha Shivratri
	Hindu

	
	Maridi Gras
	Catholics

	
	Shrove Tuesday
	Western Christians

	14
	Valentine’s Day
Be mindful that everyone does not celebrate Valentine’s Day
	International


	
	Ash Wednesday
	Christian

	
	Race Relations day
	International

	15
	Nirvana Day
	Buddhist

	
	Susan B. Anthony Day
	USA

	16
	Chinese New Year 
	Chinese

	16-18
	Losar, the Tibetan Buddhist New Year
	Buddhist

	19
	Day of Remembrance
	USA

	
	Presidents Day
	USA

	21
	Orthodox Lent
	Christian

	24-1(Mar)
	Intercalary Days
	Baha’i

	27
	Independence Day
	Dominican Republic

	28-1(Mar)
	Purim
	Jewish

	
March 2018
“National Women’s History Month”
“National Developmental Disabilities Awareness Month”
“National Multiple Sclerosis Education and Awareness Month”


	Date
	Diversity Event
	Related Ethnicity/Faith

	1-20
	Nineteen Day Fast 
	Baha’i

	2
	Lantern Festival
	Chinese

	
	Holi
(Spring Religious Festival)
	Hindu and Sikh

	
	Holla Mohalla
	Sikh

	8
	International Women’s Day
	International

	Date
	Diversity Event
	Related Ethnicity/Faith

	12
	Magha Puja Day
	Buddhist

	13-15(apr)
	Deaf History Month
	International 

	17
	St. Patrick’s Day
	Irish

	20
	Ostara
	Pagan

	
	Vernal Equinox
	International

	20-21
	Naw Ruz 
(Baháí New Year)
	Iranian, Baháí  

	20-26
	Holy Week
	Christian

	21
	International Day for Elimination of Racial Discrimination
	International

	
	Nowruz/Norooz
(Persuin New Year)
	Persian


	25
	Palm Sunday
	Christian

	
	Ram Navani                                                            
	Hindu

	29
	Holy Thursday(Maundy Thursday)
	Christian

	30
	Good Friday
	Christian


	30-7(Apr)
	Passover
	Jewish 


	31
	Cesar Chavez Day
	USA


	April 2017
“Cultural Diversity Month”
“Autuism Awareness Month”
“Genocide Awareness Month”


	Date
	Diversity Event
	Related Ethnicity/Faith

	1
	Easter Sunday
Easter Sunday in the United States
	Christians

	2
	World Autism Awareness Day
	International

	6
	National Tartan Day
	Scottish American

	13
	Lailat-al-Miraj
	Muslim

	Date
	Diversity Event
	Related Ethnicity/Faith

	13-16
	Bun Pi Mai -New Year
	Laotian

	14
	Baisakhi 
(Sikh New Year)
	Sikh

	19
	Mahavir Jayanti
	Jain

	20- 2May
	Festival of Ridvan
	Bahá’í  

	22
	Earth Day
	International 

	23-24
	Holocaust Remembrance Day 
(Yom Ha’Shoah)
	International

	24
	Armenian Martyrs’ Day
	Armenians

	27
	National Day of Silence
	LGBTQ and Allies

	30-2May
	Theravada New Year 
	Buddhist

	

May 2017
 “Asian American and South Pacific Islander Heritage Month”
“Jewish  American Heritage Month”


	Date
	Diversity Event
	Related Ethnicity/Faith

	1
	May Day
(International Worker’s Day)
	International

	
	Orthodox Easter
	Eastern Orthodox

	
	Beltane’s Day
	Pagan

	
	Lailat al Bara’s
	Islam

	3
	World Press Freedom Day
	International

	
	Lag B’omber
	Jewish

	5
	Cinco de Mayo
	USA/Mexico

	10
	Ascension Day
	Christian

	13
	Mother’s Day 
Mother’s Day (always May 10th in Mexico) is very important for Mexican families.
	USA

	15-15June
	Ramadan
	Islam

	17
	International day Against  Homophobia
	International 

	20
	Pentecost
	Christian

	21
	World of cultural Diversity for Dialogue and Development 
	USA

	23
	Declaration of the Báb
	Bahá’í  

	26
	Corpus Christi Day
	Catholic

	Date
	Diversity Event
	Related Ethnicity/Faith

	28
	Memorial Day Holiday
	USA

	29
	Ascension of Baha’u’llah
	Bahá’í  

	
	Vesak
	Buddhist

	
June 2017
“Lesbian/Gay/Bisexual/Transgender Pride Month”


	Date
	Diversity Event
	Related Ethnicity/Faith

	6
	Ramadan
	Islamic

	10
	Lailat-al-Qadir
	Muslim

	
	Race Unity Day
	Baha’i  

	12
	                                                       Filipino Independence Day
	Filipino

	 12
	Shavuot
	Jewish

	14
	Flag Day
	USA

	15-17
	Eid al-Fitr
	Islam
USA

	
	Native American Citizenship Day
	USA

	16
	Martyrdom of Guru Arjan Dev
	Sikh

	17
	Father’s Day
	USA

	19
	Juneteenth
	African American

	20
	Summer Solstice
	Pagan

	
	World Refugee Day
	International

	24
	LGBT Pride Day 
	LGBTQ and Allies

	

July 2017


	Date
	Diversity Event
	Related Ethnicity/Faith

	1
	Canada day (Fete du Canada)
	Canadian 

	4
	Independence Day
	USA

	9
	Martyrdom of Báb
	Bahá’í

	11
	World Population Day
	International

	14
	Bastille Day
	France

	Date
	Diversity Event
	Related Ethnicity/Faith

	18
	Nelson Mandela International Day
	International 

	21-22
	Tisha B’Av
	Jewish

	23
	Birthday of Haile Selassie
	Rastafari

	24
	Pioneer Day
	Mormons

	26
	Disability Independence Day
	USA

	
	ADA (American with Disabilities Act) Anniversary
	USA

	27
	Dharma Day
	Buddhist

	30
	International Friendship Day 
	International 

	
August 2017


	Date
	Diversity Event
	Related Ethnicity/Faith

	6
	Hiroshima Day
	Japanese

	
	Transfiguration
	Orthodox Christians

	9
	International day of Indigenous people
	International

	12
	International youth 
	International

	13-15
	Obon
	Japanese, Buddhist

	15
	Assumption of Mary
	Christian

	16
	Restoration Day
	Dominican Republic

	17
	Marcus Garvey Day
	Rastafarians, Jamaicans

	21-25
	Eid-al-Adha (Islamic festival)
	Islam

	23
	International Day for the Remembrance of the Slave Trade 
	Caribbean

	25
	Hungry Ghost Festival  
	Buddhist

	
	Ullambana
	Chinese

	26
	Women’s Equality Day 
	USA

	
	Raksha Bandham
	Hindu

	
September 2017
“National Hispanic-Latino Heritage Month (September 15th – October 15th)”


	Date
	Diversity Event
	Related Ethnicity/Faith

	2
	Krishna Janmashtami
	Hindu

	Date
	Diversity Event
	Related Ethnicity/Faith

	3
	Labor Day
	USA

	8
	International Literacy Day
	International

	6-15
	Paryushana Parava
	Jain

	9
	Patriot Day
(in memory of those who died on 9/11)
	USA


	9-11
	Rosh Hashanah 
(New Year)
	Jewish

	11
	Enkutatash (New Year)
	Ethiopia/Rastafarians 

	11
	Grandparents Day
	USA

	12
	Ganesh Chaturthi 
	Hindu

	
	Muharram start
	Islamic

	15
	Moon Festival
	Vietnam, Hong Kong, China, Taiwan 

	
	Clean Monday
	International

	16
	Mexican Independence Day
	Mexico

	17
	Constitution Day and Citizenship Day
	USA

	18-19
	Yom Kippur 
(Day of Atonement)
	Jewish

	20-21
	Ashura
	Islam

	21
	International Day of Peace
	International

	22
	Autumn Equinox
	Pagan

	23-30
	Sukkot
	Jewish

	24
	Our Lady of Mercedes Day
	Dominican Republic

	30-2 Oct
	Shemini Atzeret
	Jewish

	October 2017
“National Disability Employment Awareness Month”
“Filipino American History Month”
“LGBT History Month” 


	Date
	Diversity Event
	Related Ethnicity/Faith

	1-2
	Simchat Torah
	Jewish

	2
	Mohandas K. Gandhi Birthday
	Indian

	
	Simchat Torah
	Jewish

	Date
	Diversity Event
	Related Ethnicity/Faith

	3
	Muharram 
(Islamic New Year)
	Islamic

	5
	Teachers Days
	International

	8
	Canadian Thanksgiving 
	Canada

	
	Indigenous People’s Day 
(Native American Day)
	Various Native American Cultures

	9-17
	Navaratri
	Hindu

	9
	Muharram Ends
	

	10
	Columbus Day
	USA

	11
	Coming Out Day
	USA

	12
	Dia de la Raza
	Latin American, Mexican

	17
	International day for the Eradication of Poverty
	International 

	19
	Dussehra
	Hindu

	20
	Celebration of Sri Guru Granth Sahib
	Sikh

	
	Birth of the Bab
	Baha’i

	24
	United Nations Day
	United Nations

	31
	Reformation Day
	Christian

	31
	Halloween
	USA

	31/1
	Samhain
	Celtic/Wicca/Pagan 

	

November 2017
“National American Indian (Native American) Heritage Month”


	Date
	Diversity Event
	Related Ethnicity/Faith

	1
	All Saints Day
	Anglican & Roman Catholic

	2
	Dia de los Muertos 
(All Souls Day)
	Mexico, Latin America, Spain

	7
	Diwali 
(Festival of Lights)
	Hindu, Jainism, Sikh and Buddhist


	
	Election Day
	USA

	9
	Kristallnacht
	Jewish

	11
	Veteran’s Day
	USA

	12
	Birth of Baha’u’llah
	Bahá’í  

	Date
	Diversity Event
	Related Ethnicity/Faith

	16
	International Day of Tolerance 
	International 

	20
	Transgender Day of Remembrance
	USA

	21
	Eid Milah Un Nabi
	Muslims

	22
	Thanksgiving
	USA/Interfaith

	23
	Guru Nanak Dev Ji’s Birthday
	Sikh, Hindu

	25
	Feast of Christ the King
	Catholic

	
	Mawlid Al-Nabi
	Islamic

	26
	Day of Covenant 
		Baha’i 




	
December 2017


	Date
	Diversity Event
	Related Ethnicity/Faith

	1
	World AIDS Day
	International

	2-10
	Hanukkah
	Jewish

	2-24
	Advent begins
	Catholic

	8
	Bodhi Day
	Buddhist

	8
	Feast of the Immaculate Conception
	Catholic

	10
	International Human Rights day 
	International

	12
	Milad un Nabi
Birth of the Prophet Muhammad)
	Mexico/Catholic 


	
	Day of Our Lady of Guadalupe
	Islam – Sunni

	13
	St. Lucia’s Day 
	Christians in Rome

	15
	Bill of rights Day 
	USA

	16-24
	Simbang Gabi (Christmas)
	Filipino/Catholic 

	16-24
	Las Posadas
	Mexico

	21
	Winter Solstice/Yule
	Pagan

	25
	Christmas
	All Christian

	26
	Boxing Day
	UK, Canada Ireland, Australia, New Zealand, Hong Kong, and South Africa

	26- 1jan
	Kwanzaa
	African American

	29
	Wounded Knee Day 
	USA



*Jewish holidays begin at sunset the night before, and go to sunset of the following day.
**Muslim holidays are based on actual sighting of the moon and therefore the day may vary.
DISCLAIMER: Please note that this document contains hyperlinks to webpages that have not been created or vetted by the Office of Diversity and Equity. The opinions and views expressed at or through these external websites are the opinions of the designated authors and do not reflect the opinions or views of Western Connecticut State University. They are being provided solely as one of many potential perspectives to consider. Should you become aware of any potentially offensive and/or inaccurate content on any site contained herein, please notify the Office of Diversity and Equity and any of the listed link(s) will be reviewed and removed, if it is necessary.
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